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My dear Madam ; 

I have great pleasure in dedicating 
to you this Lecture on the Antiquities and 
Reminiscences of Crosby Place ; because I 
know the interest which you have taken in that 
building, and because I wish that all who read 
its records may gratefully associate your name 
with its restoration. 



I am, my dear Madam, 

Your most faithful 

And obedient Servant, 

Charles Mackenzie. 



St Olave\ Southwarky 
TfAjVot?., 1842. 



CROSBY PLACE, 
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The sight of every ancient building suggests many in- 
teresting thoughts to the reflective mind. According 
to the various uses to which the edifice has been ap- 
plied^ to the condition in which it is found at the mo- 
ment of inspection, and to the disposition of mind in 
the beholders, those thoughts will greatly vary. The 
venerable arches and solemn aisles* of ecclesiastical 



* The feeling of one entering a Gothic cathedral is thus expressed by 

Congreve :— 

** Noy all is hashed and still as death. "Tis dreadful ; 

How reverend is the face of this tall pile, 

Whose ancient pillars rear their marble heads 

To bear aloft its arched and ponderous roof, 

By its own weight made stedfast and immoveable, 

Looking tranquillity." 

Mourning Bride, Act /. 

B 
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architecture^ with their *' dim religious light," and their 
tall straight lines pointing to Heaven, call the man 
aside from the cares and excitements of the world, to 
dwell upon the piety and zeal of his progenitors, and 
invite him to commune with his God, and to follow in 
the steps of Saints and Martyrs. 

The embattled towers remind him of by-gone days, 
when civil wars agitated our land, and when a feudal 
spirit divided its population into lords and vassals ; and, 
it may be, that they suggest a grateful recollection that 
he lives in times when every man's house is his castle, 
and when there are aristocracies of worth and talent, 
as well as of birth and fortune. The specimen, more- 
over, of ancient domestic architecture prompts reflec- 
tions upon the ingenuity, taste, and hospitality of our 
fi>refathers, while it renews the idea of some historical 
facts or celebrated personages, and its mellowed tints 
and venerable appearance invest it with a holier in- 
terest There is a feeling of awfulness connected with 
the contemplation of that which time has honoured. 
The gray hairs command the respect of every well- 
regulated mind, and the calm sunset of a life well spent 
is more touching and more soothing than the joyous 
burst of infant day, or the bright warmth of health 
in its meridian. In buildings, as in life, the signs of 
decay excite our sympathies, and, by the eloquence of 
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their appeal to our assistance, they enlist our best 
affections. 

If desirous of testing the truth of these associations, 
and of giving them some reality and shape, we may 
turn our thoughts to the Antiquities and Reminiscences 
of Crosby Place, on which subject I am now invited to 
address you. 

So many are the topics connected with this build- 
ing; so stirring are the historical recollections, and 
so varied the uses to whiph it has been applied: sp 
interesting in its decay, so welcome in its renovated 
beauty, that antiquaries and historians, poets and 
painters, the practised architect and the inexperienced 
observer gaze on it with increasing admiration, and 
listen, anxious as they gaze, as if they expected " tha 
stone to cry out of the wall, and the beam ou| of the 
timber to answer it." * 

Truly, if the top beamf of this great Ju^ll could 
speak, it could tell ^ange stories connected with its 

varied occupants. If these waUs bad ears, they heard 

* 

* Habakkuk, ii. 11. 

t The *' top beam of the gre»t ball/' we are told by Mr. Penmant, was 
an ancient toast to express tbe master of the house . The term Procere8» or 
Chiefs, is said to be derived (with some violation to quantity) from 
Procerus, tall or high, and to be a taBtafhor from tha €hief beam i and, 
atill more to our purpose, we quQte SuetoniuB, who says that Calphumia 
dreamed on the night before Ciesar died, that the ** beam of the house " 
bad ftiUen. 

B 2 



** ANTIQUITIES AND REMINISCENCES 

how lovers breathed their vows amid the mystic mazes 
of the dance three hundred years ago; how fools 
jested in the presence of the courtiers, and how courtiers 
fawned and flattered with a selfish or a traitorous pur- 
pose. They have witnessed each variety of fortune, 
and been present at the banquet of the reveller, at the 
studies of the moralist, at the solemnities of the devout, 
and at the labours of the industrious. By turns ad- 
mired and abused, they could bear their willing testi- 
mony to the changes and chances of this mortal life, 
and, at the same time, to the identity of human nature 
under all its difierent phases. While they would de- 
clare that the world is a sphere, and things are perpe- 
tually changing as it revolves around its orbit, they 
would attest also to the principles of gravitation which 
prevent confusion, and to the immutable laws of the 
human constitution, which make men liable to the same 
passions, motives, and influences in every successive 
generation. In difiierent centuries man wears a dif- 
ferent variety of garb, but, if we could disrobe him of 
his masquerade, he is still the same, exhibiting the 
same humours, frailty, kindness, and inconsistency. 

Crosby Place is the only example, of any magnitude, 
of the ancient domestic architecture of the halls and 
places of our forefathers in this metropolis. Fire and 
Time have laid their devastating hands upon the rest, 
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and swept them away into oblivion : but of this vene- 
rable building sufficient relics still remain to tell of its 
former magnificence, and to indicate something of the^ 
wealth and character of him who built it. 

It was far more extensive than that portion which we 
have recently restored, and data still exist for a toler- 
able idea of its original plan. Mr. Kempe's notion of 
the building,* derived fi'om the appearance of the vaults, 
is, that it consisted of two courts divided by the Hall, 
the outer one the smaller of the two, the inner about 
thirty yards by twenty, placed a little to the south-east 
of the outer. The entrance to the inner court was, as 
at present, under that portion of the south end of the 
Hall, which was anciently appropriated as a minstrel's 

* 

gallery.f 

The modem buildings in Crosby Square occupy the 
line of the original apartments and offices which sur- 
rounded the quadrangle ; and the frontage in Bishops- 
gate Street was probably open, the Hall being exposed 
to view. Access from the mansion to the Priory Pre- 
cinct, and Church, was on the north side, by a door- 



* An accurate ground-plan, by Mr. Capworth, lately gained the Soane 
Medallion, and has been deposited, with its accompanying memoir, in 
the Library of the Institute of British Architects. 

t See Gent. Mag. June 1832, p. 506. — It was more usual for the min- 
strel's gallery to be erected at the east end of the hall. — ^Vide Brittoti'i 
Street Views, 
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way opening into a pleasaunce or garden^ and that 
portion of the building, long a di^p^ce to the neigh- 
bourhood, has now become one of its greatest orna- 




MoB>a Fbomt or Caout Oiij. 

ments. The new north front is built on the antaent 
foundadons, and is composed in the style of the 
domestic architecture of the latter part of the fifteenth 
century. The details are studied with a special refer- 
ence to the Manor House, Great Chatfield, Wiltshire, 
erected in that age. 

The Oriel Window on that side is decorated with 
sculpture, displaying in the centre, over the tabling, the 
arms and crest of Sir J. Crosby ; the frieze over the 
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Oriel exhibits the amis of five* of the later freeholders. 
This front I have called new, advisedly : for there is no 
attempt at restoration, no documents being in existence 
which might serve as sure guides. The only part that 
is ancient besides the foundations, is the . basement 

• 

window, opening into the vaulted cellar, now used in 
the kitchen. The external mouldings of this window 
have been faithfully restored from the decayed mould** 
ings, which for a long series of years were buried 
underneath the steps. The right hand jamb and half 
the arch of the entrance door have been lefi; undis* 
turbed; and there is a stone doorway in the west wall 
pow opening into a small ante-^room, which is opginaU 
These are beautiful in character and have been care* 
fully preserved, and they have served the architect as 
key notes for the general details of this part of the 
building. 

The whole space of ground had previously been 
covered by certain tenements f in the possession of 
the Priory of St Helen's, and it was let to John 
Crosby, M.P.,t alderman and grocer, in 1466, by 

* Sir Thomas More, 1523 ; Aid. W. Bond, 1560 ; Sir J. Spencer, 
1594 ; Spencer E. of Nortbampton, 1630 ; and the Freemaii family, 
1692. 

t The manMon let to Sir John Crosby had been prerionsly occupied 
by Cataneo PineUi. 

^ He represented the City of London in two Parliaments. 
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t 

Alice Ashton, the Prioress, for a lease of ninety-nine 
years, at the annual rent of seventeen marks, or 
11 21 6s. Sd., equivalent, perhaps, considering both 
weight of money and price of provisions, to about 200/.* 
. It would occupy all the time allotted me, if I were to 
indulge in such reflections as the Priory and Church 
give rise to, and therefore I must not be tempted into 
a digression, notwithstanding the interest that invests 
them both* The Antiquities and the Reminiscences of 
Crosby Place, without the aid of extraneous matter, 
will make sufficient trial of your patience. 

Of the magnificent residence which Crosby com- 
pleted, in 1470, the only portions now remaining are. 
the Great Hall, the Ante-Room, and Council Chamber, 
with some small rooms near each. 

The Great Hall, in which we are at present, is built 
of stone, and was fifty-four feet in length, twenty- 
seven wide, and forty high. It is now longer by twelve 
feet, for the portion at the southern extremity beyond 
the timber roof, (which roof, be it observed, was never 
more extended than it now appears,) was occupied by 
the minstrel gallery, to which allusion has been already 

* The biographer of Chaucer (Godwin, iy. 92.) ealcnlates the annual 
pension of 20/., gpranted in the year 1394, by Richard II. to that poet, as 
equiyalent to 360/. in modem times ; and that of 20 marks granted, 1367, 
by Edward III. (vol. ii. p. 330.) to the same poet, as equal to 240/. 
per annum. 
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made. You may count, upon the eastern side, eight 
beautiful windows, with the four-centred arch, and on 
the west there are six, besides the handsome octangular 
bayed window. The roof* is of oak-timber. You may 
observe that it is a fiat-pointed arch, with five longi- 
tudinal and nine transverse beams, highly ornamented. 
Their intersections form forty small fiat-pointed arches, 
with the same number of conical pendants, all of which 
are exquisitely wrought. The intermediate spaces are 
simply filled in with stiles, and Gothic mouldings on 
the edges. 

The beauty of this work has been generally acknow- 
ledged, and it has served as a model for the mahogany 
roof of the celebrated banqueting room at Arundel 
Castle, the seat of the Duke of Norfolk. The Louvre,f 
or Lanthorn, which forms so conspicuous a feature in 
most of the ancient halls, and of which the object was 
to allow an escape for the smoke from the fire made on 
the hearth below it, was situated in the centre of the 
fourth division of the ceiling from the south, but in 
this hall was intended more for fashion or ornament 

* '< Beams/' says the writer of a learned article in the Encydopedia, 
Tol. i. p. 1^, " are coeval with building, excepting where timber was 
rare. They were first painted by Pausias the Sicyonian. Cedar beams 
perpetually occur in the Bible. Chesnut was most common with ns." 

t Immediately beneath the Louyre a different kind of stone was used 
for the paving, as if designed for a fire in the centre.' These stones lie 
safely buried, for the future inspection of the curious. 
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than for use, as, contrary to the usual practice of those 
times, there was always a fire-place and chimney. 

The council-room consists of two stories, of which 
the " lower" is properly called the " ante-room,** and 
the " upper'' the " council-chamber," though they have 
sometimes been spoken of as the council-chamber on 
the ground-floor, and the throne-room above. This 
notion of a throne-room has been fostered by an 
almost pardonable vanity of identifying that apartment 
with the same in which the citizens of London, in- 
duced by the Duke of Buckingham, offered the crown 
to Richard, Duke of Gloucester; butiflam to represent 
historical truth, and not a pleasing fiction, I should 
state that that offer was made at the Protector's resi- 
dence at Baynard's Castle''^ in Thames Street 

* ** Bat thtt Duke of Buckingham, with the mayor. Sir Edmond 
Shaw/' (brother of the famous preacher, who at Paul's Cross denied the 
legitimacy of Edward*8 children) " aldermen, and other citizens, came 
to offer the crown at Baynard's CasUe, where the Protector then lay."-* 
More, Hall, foL 20. Note to Rapin, 

In her very fascinating Lives of the Queens of England, Miss Strick- 
land declares that ** all Ridiard*s private councils were held at the 
dower residence of his mother at Barnard's Castle, where she was then 
abiding/' and that ** a forced recognition of Richard as King,'' was 
made '* in the hall of Crosby-house, his town residence.'' Vol. iii. 349, 
^0* But the above note from Rapin and other authoritieB aUmded to 
below> convince me that this talented authoress has made some confu* 
sion between these two residences of the Protector, and has named 
Barnard's or Baynard's Castle, where she should have named Crosby 
flaU ; while she has made Crosby Hall the scene of an event which was 
enacted at his mother's residence. 
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The upper-room, or council-chamber (forty-two feet 
by twenty-two) is now used as a music-room by Mr. 
Dando, and is described as having had a richly gilded 
ceiling, with a *^ four-centred arch divided into rows of 
square pannels, each pannel originally filled with 
tracery." 

The ancient pattern of it has been scrupulously pre- 
served^ and was restored in papier mache chiefly by an 
amateur fnend of the present tenant, who devoted his 
time and talent gratuitously fbr that object, influenced 
by a sincere love of ancient art. In like manner three 
compartments of the walls are covered with paintings 
representing tapestry, by an amateur artist^ another 
generous fiiend of Mr. Dando ; and the subjects suit- 
ably selected are Richard aflecting to refuse the 
cmwn; Sir T. More writing his Utopia; and Sir John 
Crosby and his lady in consultation with their archi- 
tect, who is submitting plans of the hall for their ap- 
proval. 

The lower room, which is of the same dimensions, 
has been restored with great neatness and discretion, 
and is adapted as the reading-room for the Literary and 
Scientific Institution. The remaining rooms near the 
north entrance and the south gallery, are made avail- 
able by the present tenants as a library, committee, and 
lecture rooms. 



12 ANTIQUITIES AND REMINISCENCES 

One window^ of considerable beauty^ has been de- 
stroyed. An Oriel; similar in character to that which 
we see in the great hall^ used to project from the 
council-chamber, and when viewed from the outside 
it had the appearance of belonging to only one room ; 
but, inside, the flooring divided the Oriel horizontaUy. 

The first resident in this house was the alderman, 
from whom it took its name. John Crosby is spoken 
of as a " grocer," because he was a member of that com- 
pany, but. his business was that of a wool-merchant, 
or mercer.* 

In the year 1470, he probably. completed his new 
residence; for in that year he served the honourable 
office of sheriff in this important City. He was a 
zealous adherent of the house of York, and received 
the distinction of knighthood from King Edward FV. 
in the year 1471. 

The circumstances that led to this honour are pe- 
culiar: — " Fauconbridgef came to London with a large 



* The manufacture of woollen-cloths had been introduced into this 
country from Flanders by Edward III. ; and, during his reign, wool, as 
the staple produce of the country, the principal article of export, and 
chief source of revenue, was the subject of almost every statute. Wool- 
len cloths continued to be the mercer's most important article of traffic, 
until the time of Elizabeth ; in the latter part of whose reign silks were 
used in such abundance, that the mercers became mostly silk merchants. 
— Burffon*s Oresham, i. 185, 186. 
' t Baker's Chronicle. 
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company of armed men, and imperiously demanded 
admission into the City, and releasement of King 
Henry out of prison." He had at first assembled his 
troops in St George's fields, and then met with a re- 
pulse at Bank-side. Upon this he forced the City of 
London by setting fire to the houses on London 
Bridge, and caused 3000 men to pass over. " Some 
of them assaulted Aldgate, and some Bishopsgate, but 
they were in all places, by the industry of the citizens, 
repelled; and chiefly by Robert Basset and Ralph 
Jocelyn, aldermen. On the 21st of May, Edward, 
coining to London, thanked the citizens for their. pains 
and care, and dubbed the Mayor (Edwards), the Re- 
corder (Urswick), and Basset and Jocelyn, knights." 
In the record from which this is quoted; no mention 
is made of Crosby; but, as the engagement took place 
under his very windows, and as we: know fi*om other 
sources that he was knighted on that day by the' King 
€(mdng into the C¥^, we cannot doubt that he .was in- 
strumental in checking Fauconbridge's riot. Another 
pi^of of Crosby's attachment to the house of York is 
to be inferred from the collar on. his effigies in St. 
Helen's Church. Instead of the Lancastrian badge, 
the collar of S. S., which was a very general distinc- 
tion for persons of gentility or of noble birth, and 
which is oow the true heraldric badge of «an esquire ; 
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his collar is composed of roses and suns^ alternately 
disposed ; and the white rose and sun were the badge 
of the fourth Edward. 

The scale on which his house was built affords suf- 
ficient evidence that he was ^ven to hospitality, and 
that he possessed the spirit which in every age has 
actuated the merchant-princes of this land« It has 
always been a leading object with the higher class of 
the citizens of London to exalt the reputation of Eng- 
land, both for its hospitalities and its charities. With 
minds above the details of debtor and creditor accounts, 
they have felt it to be " one of their proudest duties" 
(as an eminent merchant recently declared on occasion 
of the calamitous fire at Hamburgh) " to increase the 
fiseling of good will and fellowship all over the world : 
to foster, and cherish, and mature those sentiments of 
benevolence and sympathy which are as extended in 
their application as they are generous in their origin."^ 

But besides the liberality and dignity of thought 
that designed its dimensions, we have the more com- 
plete evidence of a testamentary document, that Six 
John Croeby knew the solemn truths, that the happir 
ness of wealth eonststs in its pn^er application, and 
that it is a talent for the use of which its owner must 
render an account 

* See Speech of T. Barimg, Esq., in Timei newspaper, ICay 2l8t, 1842. 
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Mach light is thrown upon the manner of living 
of our ancestors from a careful examination of 
the remains of their once proud places of residence. 
The dimensions of this Hall at least bespeak wealthy 
liberality^ a frank spirit, and a joyous heart. Here was 
a welcome for fnends and neighbours, noble, gentle 
and simple. Though the time was past when a feudal 
spirit crowded the board with a whole host of retainers, 
the spirit of hospitality remained, and the long room 
,was fiUed with that new class of men, which an im- 
proved commerce had called into existence, viz.: the 
independent burgesses, who had grown into a fresh 
importance in the country, since their voices were 
heard in its councils, through the means of Represen- 
tatives in the House of Commons. 

It is when we see the Sheriff Crosby wearing his 
chain of office, presiding at the genial board, enter- 
taining the chief magistrate of this city, (then Sir John 
Stockton,) surrounded by his fellow dtizens, and drink* 
ing from the loving cup to his constituents, that w« 
seem completely to understand him, and to trace a 
perfect recognition of what he was. 

Happily we have not to draw only upon the imagina-*' 
tion for a genuine picture of an alderman, who is also a 
member of the House of Commons ; for the Ward of 
Bishopsgate is permitted even now to know, by happy 
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experience^ that his characteristics are kindliness of 
heart, good-natured hospitality, and an active charity. 
If we do not now see an individual standing out from 
amongst his brethren conspicuous for his mansion and his 
retinue, it is because wealth is more equally distributed, 
and we all have, in our own homes, a share of those 
comforts and luxuries, which, in the time of Ed- 
ward IV., the humbler classes could enjoy only in the 
mansions of the princes of the land. 

But it is not upon such proof that we depend for the . 
knowledge of Crosby's liberal spirit: it is testified, as we 
have said, beyond a question, by his will,* which ex- 
hibits a singular interest in the circumstances of the 
poor, and extraordinary readiness to relieve them. 

It gives much insight into his character, and indi- 
cates that he was sincerely devout, scrupulously just, 
mindful of the wants of others, as generous as he was 
wealthy, ready to give, and glad to distribute. It con- 
tains a long list of charitable bequests to priories and 
priests for religious services, to poor householders, and 
other poor, to the sick in hospitals, to the debtors in 
prison, and for the repair of churches ; besides a tender 
regard for his immediate family, and pleasing recollec- 
tions of such as were or had been in his service. 

► 

* A copy of this document has been pnblished by Mr. Carlos, In his 
notices of Crosby Hall. 
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The next known* inhabitant of Crosby Place was 
Richard, Duke of Gloucester, whose name has long been 
popularly identified with this building, on account of 
the expression put into his mouth by our immortal 
dramatist, in the scene of his interview with the widow 
of Prince Edward, son of Henry VI.;* and, again, in 
his supposed conversation with the murderers of the 
Duke of Clarence, in the following scene.f The sin- 
gular dialogue with the Lady Anne has been the sub- 
ject of much criticism, and a most able vindication of 
its apparent inconsistencies has been published in the 
Mirror, X by my illustrious namesake the author of the 
'*Man of Feeling." He does not, indeed, touch upon- 
the anachronisms, but they are unimportant in the 
Play, though, in noticing historical associations, they 
should be pointed out 

The Duke of Gloucester occupied Crosby Place from 
about 1476 to 1483; but Henry VI. was killed 1471, 
and Richard did not marry the relict § of the young 
prince until 1473 or 1474, when her first husband had 
been dead two or three years. 

Of Richard's occupancy of this mansion, however, 
there is no reasonable doubt. Shakspeare's phrase, 

* Act i. sc. 2. t Act. i. sc 3. t Vol. ii. 266. 

§ For some yery curious particulars concerning the Lady Anne of 
Warwick, and her endeayours to avoid the Duke of Gloucester, see Miss 
Strickland's ** Queens qf Englandy''^ vol. iii. 
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^ Repair to Crosby Place," was suggested by the noto- 
rious fact, that this had been one of his Highness' resi- 
dences previously to his assumption of the regal power. 
Sir Thomas More's testimony is clear to the same pur- 
pose, ^* By little and little," says he, " all men drew 
to Crosbie Plac6, where the Protector kept his house- 
hold." Hall and Holinshed,* and, after them, Rapin 
and Lingard positively state the same fact The 
occasion of their introducing the subject is incidental, 
and of great historical importance, and its circum- 
stances invest these walls with a new and solemn 
interest. Here, it seems, when Richard had artfully 
divided the council into two portions, and had ordered 
the members distinguished by their attachment to 
Edward V. (as the Bishop of Ely, Lords Stanley 
and Hastings) to hold their sittings in the Tower ;t 
here, in his own house at Crosby Place, did he 
deliberate with those to whom he dared impart the 
secret of his ambition. Here did he tamper with 

* '' By little and little all folke withdrew from the Tower, and drew 
unto Crosbie's, in Bishopsgate-street, where the Protector kept his 
household ; so that the Protector had the court, and the King was, in a 
manner, left desolate.** — HoHnshedf quoted by Mr. Blackburn, Account 
of Crosby Place, London, p. 50. 

Also see Gent. Mag, 1836, vol. 6, N. S. p. 241, for an extract from 
Hall's Chronicle, &c. 

t This, it should be remembered, had long been a royal residence. 
Godwin's ChauceVf i. 13. 
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the treacherous Catesby, on whom Lord Hastings 
relied for secret information if any treason were 
hatched at Crosby Place. Here did Richard learn 
from this heartless villain that his patron was not to 
be seduced from his allegiance ; and here, accordingly, 
did they decide that Hastings should be sacrificed. 
Here probably was the document prepared which in 
the king's name justified that nobleman's sudden exe- 
cution; and here, with Buckingham, Lovel, and his 
other minions, was devised that bold stroke of successful 
villany, which, on the 13th of June, 1483, exposed his 
withered arm to the council at the Tower, and afiected 
to charge the well-known dispensation of Providence 
to the sorceries of the Queen Dowager and Jane 
Shore. 

Early on that morning, he might surely have been 
seen pacing some of these rooms with Catesby, and 
reading with a horrid satisfaction that elegantly com- 
posed proclamation, fairly written upon parchment, 
which was published two hours after the head of Hast- 
ings had rolled from the log upon the green before the 
Tower chapel.* " The readiness with which this was 



* This ill-fated nobleman was dragged from the council to the block, 
not allowed the formality of a trial, nor the decency of an erected stage. 
But his body was afterwards honoured, and is buried at Windsor, near 
King Edward's tomb. 

C2 
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set forth bred a suspicion," says Sir Thomas More, 
**that it was prepared by Catesby, in order to be 
published immediately after the execution." People 
jested, and said, " It was writ by the spirit of Pro- 
phecy," 

Upon the testimony of the accurate Mr. Hallam, we 
are enabled to record that there was a company of 
players in the establishment of Richard III. while 
Duke of Gloucester. Here, then, " where all men were 
drawn unto him,'' did he veil his artful designs upon 
the kingdom, by a series of moralities, and allegorical 
dramas, to amuse the public* 

The great statesman of Athens, Pericles, kept his 
people in good humour by giving out of the public 
treasury to such as demanded it the price of admission 
to the theatre ; and Richard won golden opinions as the 
most hospitable, affable, and talented of princes, by his 
patronage of the rude attempts which the actors of his 
day made to gratify the taste and split the ears of the 
groundlings. Himself the greatest actor of them all, he 
welcomed the successors of the parish clerks, f to whom 

* It is cnrious to observe how much the taste for Dramatic Literature 
prevailed among the occupiers of Crosby Place, either as authors or 
patrons. More and Rastall were both makers of interludes. Massinger 
was liberally patronised by the Earl and Countess of Pembroke; and the 
greatest of Dramatists and his fellows achieved their first popularity 
under the protecting title of the Earl of Pembroke's servants. 

t See Godwin's Chaucer^ i. 139—141. 
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the office had been given a hundred years before, (in 
1378,) and directed the dramas he would have them 
represent. But there was no Hamlet there to point 
the moral of the play, and sting the conscience of an 
ambitious uncle, by exhibiting before his eyes his crimes 
in all their horrors. 

The age was fond of frolic and festivity, of rude 
mirth, and gaudy spectacle. Pageants in dumb show, 
which had been exhibited at Royal marriages, and pro- 
fane plays, with a wide licence to the jester, mum-^ 
meries, and masquerades, had long been favourites, 
and at this date were exhibited in private halls, as well 
as in public buildings. The fourteenth century, in- 
deed, had been more devoted to this pastime than the 
fifteenth ; but if the feasts of the Fools,* and of the 
Ass,t with their indecent liberties, had ceased, the feast 
of Innocents} continued even beyond this age, was 

* A horribly indecent, scurrilous, and blasphemous exhibition, used in 
the fourteenth century. See Godwin's Chaucer , i. 153. 

f This feast was in many respects similar to the former, but differing 
in respect of its representing a parody of the history of Balaam. In 
both cases, mass was said in the church ; and in the latter, after each 
paragraph or stanza, the audience sang out, by way of chorus, a melo- 
dious braying, in imitation of the voice of the animal whose achievements- 
they were celebrating. 

X Upon this festival, which was held on the day of St. Nicholas, 
(6th December,) the patron of scholars, and on that of Holy Innocents, 
(28th December,) boys were dressed up to represent bishops and 
priests, and they exhibited ** moralities ** and ** shows of miracles," with 
** farces and other sports ; ** but only such as were supposed to be com- 
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recognized by Dean Colet,* the founder of St Paul's 
School, 1512, and was not suppressed until censured by 
an order of council in the reign of Henry VIII. f 

A mock officer, named Lord, or Abbott, of Misrule, 
was appointed to preside over the revelries and vagaries 
common at the three festivals of Easter, Whitsuntide, 
and Christmas, and he was expected rather to increase 
the sport than to watch over the decorum of the festi- 
val. Even the kings and nobility of England did not 
disdain to be present at these grotesque mummeries, or 
to patronize them by appearing with great magnificence 
and expense. There is special notice of one clever 
leader of the festivities in the reign of Henry VH. ; J 
of another so late as 1551, who mightily pleased 

patible with due decorum. It has been conjectured (Warton, toI. ii. 
sect. 16) that the Eton College procession, '* ad montem," originated 
in this ancient practice, and certainly the fancy dresses and exactions of 
money, with ** mos pro lege'' as the motto, and under pain of mocking 
and flouting, with perhaps ducking, bears some similitude to Stubbes' 
record of the Lord of Misrule and his followers, in his '* Anatomic of 
Abuses." 

* The Dean directed that his scholars ** shall, every Childermas (Inno- 
cent's) Day, come to Panic's Church, and hear the childe byshop's 
sermon ; and after be at high masse : and each of them o£fer a penny to 
the childe byshop, and with them the maisters and surveyors of the 
scole." — Knight's Life qf Colet f apud Strutt. 

t Godwin's Chaucer, i. 15S. 

% '' There were very few plays acted, on account of prevalent sickness, 
(Christmas 1489 ;) but there was an Abbot of Misrule, who made much 
sport."--The Complaint of a Court Herald, quoted in " Queens qf 
England,'* iv. 49. 
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Edward VL, and, if we may believe report, his grave 
council also ; and of a third, who, in the reign of Eliza- 
beth, as we shall presently see, danced his measure 
upon the very spot on which we are at present* 

There is no positive record of the occupancy of 
Crosby Place for nearly twenty years from the date of 
Richard's coronation (1483) ; but in 1501 its possessor 
was Sir Bartholomew Reed, and he spent his splendid 
mayoralty there.+ 

The Lord Mayor's office has ever been an honourable 
one, and it has been rendered more honourable by the 
well-earned honours of those who have fulfilled its 
duties. Witness the ready manliness of William Wal- 
worth, who at Smithfield (1381) quelled the rebellion 
of Wat Tyler; and the noble generosity of Richard 
Whittington, who entertained three sovereigns,J and of 
whom Henry V. said, '* never Prince had such a sub- 

* It was not judged beneath the dignity of the grayest councillors and 
statesmen to exercise their fancy in the composition of masques and 
melodrames. The devices, concerts, and triumphs, brought forth on the 
marrii^e of Arthur Prince of Wales, were, according to Bacon, the 
invention of Bishop Fox, who is described as a good surveyor of works, 
and an excellent master of the ceremonies. — ^Tytler's Hist Henry VUL 

t Before the year 1503, when the Guildhall was provided with a kit- 
chen, by the order of John Shaw, Lord Mayor of London, it was the 
usual practice of the chief magistrates, whose private residences were 
not sufficiently spacious, to transact business at the Guildhall, and to keep 
their feasts at their own, at the Grocers', or at the Merchant Taylors' 
Hall. 

t Richard II., 1398 ; Henry IV., 1406 ; and Henry V., 1419. 
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ject" But when comparatively few citizens were able 
to sustain it with suitable dignity and expense^ the 
inauguration was considered a matter for greater con- 
gratulation than it is at present. At the Lord Mayor's 
show it was customary for the fronts of the houses 
before which the procession passed to be covered with 
tapestry, arras, and cloth of gold ; while at proper dis- 
tances certain temporary buildings were erected, repre- 
senting castles, palaces, gardens, rocks, and forests ; and 
these scenes were peopled with giants, dragons, saints, 
and buffoons. 

A pleasing anecdote has been recorded by Godwin, 
in his Life of Chaucer,* illustrative of the manners of the 
times, and of the honour in which the civic authorities 
were held by Edward the Third, when the hospitable 
Henry Picard was the chief magistrate. 

Among other performances of which the citizens 
were fond, and to which the nobility and gentry lent 
their countenance, was that of tournaments. In the 
year 1359, the Earl of Richmond, third son of 
Edward IIL, afterwards the famous John of Gaunt, 
married the Lady Blanche of Castile; and to cele- 
brate this happy event a solemn tournament was held 
in London in the following week, when the mayor, 
sheriffs, and the court of aldermen were the challengers, 
and undertook to defend the field against all comers. 

* Vol. u. p. 202. 
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Accordingly, at the time appointed, twenty-four com- 
batants appeared, clad in complete armour, and bearing 
on their shields and surcoats the arms of the City of 
London. A variety of opponents presented them- 
selves ; but the City combatants came off from every 
one of their contentions with the highest degree of 
credit and honour. The kings of France and Scot- 
land, and many of the French nobility who had been 
taken prisoners at the battle of Poitiers, were among 
the witnesses of the spectacle. The citizens contem- 
plated with the highest satisfaction the scene of their 
triumph; and if there were any check to the exu- 
berance of their joy, it was because they did not see 
the kipg and royal family of England among the 
spectators. They were, however, says the chronicler, 
(HoUinshed,) ravished with joy when they discovered 
that Edward HI., and his four elder sons, together 
with nineteen great barons of England, personating the 
sheriffs and aldermen, had done them the honour to 
fight under their cognizance* 

I have not met with any record testifying Sir Bar- 
tholomew Reed's distinguishing himself at a tourna- 
ment, though there is some suspicion that he was the 
host of princes. We have reason to believe that he had 
the honour of entertaining a most distinguished guest 
in no less a personage than Catherine of Arragon, 
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daughter of Ferdinand and Isabella of Spain^ at that 
time bride of the young Prince Arthur, and subse- 
quently the ill-fated wife of his brother Henry VIII. ; 
whose divorce was so conspicuous an instrument in 
preparing the way for the Reformation. It is certain 
that for a time she liye.d at Baynard's Castle in 
Thames Street, and that she was received by the 
citizens with due honour and appropriate pageants.* 
Moreover it is asserted, that she was entertained f in a 
magnificent manner by the Lord Mayor, in the Gold- 
smiths' Hall, two days before her marriage, viz. 12th No- 
vember, 1501. But here we suspect an error with re- 
spect to the place of entertainment, as Reed was then 
Lord Mayor, and he had hired Crosby Hall for the ex- 
press purpose of holding his mayoralty therein. A simi- 
lar misapprehension about Goldsmiths' Hall, (naturally 
occasioned from the circumstance of Reed being a mem- 
ber of that Company,) seems to have existed in Stowe's 
mind ; but if he had been aware that Sir B. Reed was 
then occupying the largest hall in London, he would not 
have called in question the record of a great feast given 
by him on his inauguration day, (29th October, 1501,) 

• Q^een8 of England ^ iv. 80. 

t This entertainment was probably a breakfast, as we learn from Miss 
Strickland that the day was otherwise pretty fully occupied, and the 
Princess appears, after witnessing the pageants, to have dined with the 
Bishop of London (Wareham) at the Bishop's Palace near St. Paul's. 
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simply on the ground that the Goldsmiths' Hall was 
not lai^e enough for the company reported to have been 
present. 

However these points may be settled^ we have at 
least no difficulty in recognising him on some such 
occasions as the following : — 

^^On May-day there was a joyful ceremonial kept 
throughout the citie^ with morrice dances^ and may- 
poles^ and warlike shows: and these great mayings 
and may games were made by the maisters of the 
citie: and then there was set up triumphantly a 
great shaft or principal maypole in Comhill,* be- 
fore the parish church of St. Andrew, therefore 
called (says Stowe) St. Andrew Undersliafi.^^ Alas! 
that these gay doings, with their Robin Hoods 
and Maid Marians, should have dwindled down to the 
miserable exhibition of a few clumsy boys and faded 
ribbons: though we can scarcely regret that this ves- 
tige is not likely to remain longer amongst us, since 
the extinction of it marks the extinction also of a trade 
which subjected its followers to influences that were 
equally painftil, demoralising, and degrading. 

But it is pleasing to notice the more exalted in the 

* Comhill extended further eastward than it does at present : St. 
Andrew's Undershaft is the church at the corner of St. Mary Axe in 
Leadenhall Street. 
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act of sanctioning the merry-making of their humbler 
neighbours^ and keeping those amusements innocent by 
the check of their continued presence. In the times 
of which we have spoken^ the Lord Mayor, accom- 
panied by the sheriffs and aldermen, used to lead out 
the citizens on given holidays to spend their leisure 
time in competing for victory in shooting at butts, 
targets, and wands. Our own holidays aie perhaps too 
few, and the want of sanction leaves licence to run into 
licentiousness. 

The setting the Midsummer watch was another fes- 
tival, attended with bonfires; and dinners for the poor 
were provided by the rich. Besides the standing watch, 
there was a marching watch that passed through the 
principal streets, consisting of about 2000 men, at- 
tended by nearly 2000 more, called Cresset-men, with 
lights in their hands. 

" The constables were equipped in bright hamesse, 
some overgilt, and every one a jomet (cloak*) of scarlet 
thereupon, and a chain of gold. The Mayor himself 
came after them, well mounted on horseback, with his 
sword-bearer after him in fayre armour well mounted 
also, his footmen and torch-bearers about him, hench- 
men twain upon great stirring horses following him. 
The sheriffes watches came one after the other in like 

* From the French *' journade." 



OF CROSBY PLACE. 29 

order, but not so large in number; for where the 
mayor had besides his giant three pageants, each of 
the sheriffes had besides their giants but two pageants, 
.each their morrice dance."* 

Doubtless in such procession Sir Bartholomew Reed 
attended in his official character in 1502, and Sir John 
Rest, another occupant of Crosby Hall, and Lord 
Mayor, in 1516 ; and from an ordinance dated 1564, we 
find it recorded of one of these pageants, that it was 
** according to ancient custome," and that it consisted 
of ** four giants, one unicorn, one dromedary, one luce 
(a great pike), one camel, one ass, one dragon, six 
hobby horses, and sixteen naked boys."f 

Sir Thomas More, the author of the Utopia, and 
subsequently Lord High Chancellor of England, pur- 
chased the lease of Sir John Rest, or his Executors, 
about the year 1517. 

There are but few authentic documents which iden- 
tify this philosopher of splendid talent, unostentatious 
piety, and conscientious life, with this interesting 
building ; but when we remember that he was beheaded 
in 1535, and that in his later days he certainly dwelt 
elsewhere, we suspect that his residence in Bishopsgate 
Street was from 1517 to 1520, when he accepted the 

* Stowe, Survey qf London^ and Watches* 
t Godwin's Chaucer^ vol, i. p. 173. 
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office of Treasurer of the Exchequer. Some have 
wished to think that this was the spot on which he 
registered that clever though wild, sensible though 
absurd, satirical yet philosophical work, known as his . 
Utopia; but that was published, as the learned Mn 
Hallain* supposes, in 1515 or 1516. We have still 
less reason for believing that it was while living here, 
that he penned those valuable and classical portions of 
English history which are comprised in his lives of 
Edward V. and of Richard III., for they were written 
about 1509.t Probably he little thought when record- 
ing the deeds of the latter, and when delineating the 
gradual progress of Richard into deeper crime, and 
writing of Catesby's perfidy, that he would one day 
dwell within the same walls which had heard confession 
of their treason. 

In 1538 the freehold in Crosby Place, with the other 
possessions of the Priory of St. Helen, were surrendered 
to the Crown. All the smaller monasteries at the same 

• Hallam's Literature, vol. i. p. 389. 

t " Sir Thomas More's Life of Edward V., written about 1509, ap- 
pears to me the first example of good English language ; pure and per- 
spicuous, well chosen, without vulgarism or pedantry." — Hallam's 
Introd, to Literature^ vol. i. p. 620. 

In a note upon the following page the same elegant critic and accurate 
historian says — '^ This has been reprinted entire in Hollinshed's Chro- 
nicle ; and the reader may find a long extract in the prefSsu^e to Todd's 
edition of Johnson's Dictionary. I should name the account of Jane 
Shore as a model of elegant narration.*' 
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time helped to enrich the royal coffers, for the Fran- 
ciscan friars had refused the oath of supremacy, which 
the bishops and universities had taken, and thus had 
, furnished the avarice of the king with a welcome ex- 
cuse for their suppression. Of this place Henry VIII. 
conveyed the reversion in fee to one Antonio Bon- 
vici, or Bonvixi, an Italian merchant, in the year 1542. 
But it was not then for the first time that he came into 
possession of this mansion. He had pi;irchased it in 
1523 of Sir Thomas More, whose valued friend he 
was.* Stowe tells us farther of this merchant,f that he 
came over to England about 1505, "and taught the 
English people to spin with a distaff, at which time," 
he adds, ** began the making of Devonshire kersies 
and corall clothes." 

It was then leased by Bonvici to W. Rastall,J the 
nephew of Sir Thomas More, and William Roper, the 
husband of his favourite daughter Margaret, and his 

* A farewell letter from Sir Thomas More duringthis impriBonment 
in the Tower, written with a coal, when he was denied the use of pen 
and ink, was addressed to his old and dearest friend, Antonio Bonvici, — 
Roper's More. 

t The Bonvici family, from which many Cardinals and other distin- 
guished personages had proceeded, were in fact very famous in England 
during the first half of the sixteenth century, and seem to have been 
friends of the Gresham family, with whom they were at different periods 
associated in public business. — Burgon's Gresham f ii. 453, 454. 

X Lord Chief Justice of the Queen's Bench. 
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biographer. In the reign of Edward VI. Roper was 
driven abroad by religious persecution, and Crosby 
Place was forfeited. It was immediately granted by 
the Crown to Sir Thomas D'Arcy,* but, upon the . 
accession of Mary, he likewise suffered from persecu- 
tion, (which had now changed sides,) and Bonvici and 
Roper returning became again possessed of the estate. 

They were succeeded by Germayn Cioll, a Spanish 
merchant,t who married Cicely a daughter of Sir 
John, and cousin of Sir Thomas Gresham, In con- 
sequence of faUing into some difficulties ^^ through 
losses at sea and Bankwrouts," he sold this mansion in 
the year 1566, but that he was not reduced to actual 
distress appears from the will of his widow^ dated 
25th August, 16084 She devised therein a legacy of 
62. 13«. 4id. to her loving friend Mr. Ball, preacher at 
St. Helen's; and eighty gowns, with eighty shillings, 
to a like number of poor women, of whom twenty 



* In a bas-relief at Brussels, Sir T. D'Arcy is described as the son- 
in-law of Sir Thomas More. 

t He probably came over from Spain in the train of King Philip, — 
was at this time an opulent person of some note ; and in Queen Mary's 
days had been employed in the seryice of the state. — Burgon's Greahamf 
i. 419. A bequest of his lady is still distributed in bread every Sunday 
morning in St. Helen's church. 

t See Carlos's Historical and Antiquarian Notices qf Crosby Hall, 
p. 54. 



OF CROSBY PLACE. 33 

were to be of the parish of St. Helen's. She desired 
also that a dinner should be prepared at her dwelling- 
house in Bishopsgate Street, (which, however, could 
not have been Crosby Place,) for her kindred and 
friends resorting to her burial, and limits the expense 
of it to 507. 

The merchant who purchased this house of CioU, 
1566, was Alderman Wm. Bond.* He increased it by 
" building a turret on the top thereof," (which has now 
disappeared,) and he made some other alterations dur- 
ing a ten years' residence, at the expiration of which 
time he died, and was buried in the parish church, f 

It was during Wm. Bond's occupancy (1569) that a 
Spanish ambassador, D'Assonleville, who came to de- 
mand money, was for a short time resident beneath this 
roofj And it is very probable that his sons had the 
honour of entertaining the Danish ambassador, Rame- 
lius, who visited England in the year 1586, and is re*- 
ported to have resided in Crosby Place. 

The latter half of the sixteenth century was an 

* Vide Blackburn, p. 58. 

t His mural monument, and that of his son Martin, (which is of a 
more striking character, and of sixty years later date,) are still objects 
of attraction, though not possessing the same interest as those of 
Csesar, Crosby, Spencer, Pickering, Judd, and Gresham in the same 
Tenerable building — ** Martyn Sonde'' is represented as a captain of 
the Train Bands in the camp at Tilbury. 

I Burgon*8 Grethamy il. 295, 296. 

D 
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interesting period in the records of this dwellings and 
excites many pleasing speculations. This was the time 
when^ under the vigorous rule of Queen Elizabeth, 
England was enjoying the blessings of peace and of 
religion. The court was comparatively virtuous, the 
statesmen of no ordinary talent, the army devoted, 
the navy victorious, the people industrious, the young 
instructed, and the poor regarded. Not inferior to any 
other class of men, the merchants of that age were 
enterprising and noble-minded, setting an example to 
their fellow-citizens of honest industry and improved 
intelligence, — encouraging education by the endowment 
of schools, and proving their patriotism* by fitting out 
vessels at their own expense, to defend their country 
when threatened by invasion.* 

Crosby Place was not a silent witness of the change 
that was progressing. Awakened ii^telligence, im- 
proved science, and the spirit of freedom, fostered by 
the Reformation, gave the leading merchants of that 
day a right view of their new position. They found 
England pre-eminently blessed in possessing a pure 
form of apostolical religion; and they felt that her 
prosperity would be increased if each discharged the 



* The name of Sir Thomas White, who proved his patriotism by both 
of these methods, ought to be recorded with gratitude bj one who re- 
ceived his early education in Merchant Taylors' SchooL 
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duties of his station with integrity^ and if her mer- 
chants cultivated friendship and intercourse with other 
countries, wherever political ties, or religious sjm- 
pathiesy or victorious arms opened the way to any 
interchange of goods or hospitality. The leading 
commercial spirit of th^ age, Sir Thomas Gresham, 
lived nearly opposite* to Crosby Place, and was 
contemporary with Bonvici, Cioli, and Bond. One 
of these, Cioll, was, as we have seen, his near con- 
nexion, and with all of them he must have been 
intimate. Accordingly, if there were no record that 
would expressly warrant the supposition, we should 
have inferred that to them he must have spoken of the 
Bourse or Exchange which he had seen at Antwerp ; 
and that here he must have taken counsel before he 
propounded to Elizabeth the design of that building 
which has immortalised his name. But it is an ac- 
knowledged fact, that ** on the 9th February, 1564-5, 
Gresham was in company with Cioll and other mer- 
chants, and he most frankly and lovingly promised, 
that, within a month after the Bourse was finished, he 
would present it in equal moieties to the City and the 
Mercers' Company. In token of his sincerity he 
thereupon gave his hand to Sir William Garrard, and 

* The site of Gresham House has since been occupied by the Excise 
Office. 

d2 
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in the presence of his assembled friends drank a 
carouse to his kinsman Thomas Rowe,''* 

1579. — Three years after the death of William Bond^ 
Gresham's ashes were laid near to those of his friend 
and neighbour. As we believe them to have been 
friends in life^ so we may almost say in death were 
they not divided. Gresham's monument is inscribed 
only with his name and the proper date,t and in it- 
self justly represents his character — firm and dignified^ 
yet simple and unostentatious,— rwithout the slightest 
effeminacy of ornament, admirable for its stability and 
intrinsic worth. 

Another noble specimen of the same class. Sir John 
Spencer,^ alderman, purchased Crosby Place towards 

• Burgon's Gfresham. 

t " Until the year 1736 it bore no inscription. — * So great a name/ 
sajs Pennant, ' needed not the proclamation of an epitaph.' It was, 
however, then judged advisable to inscribe the massive slab of black 
marble which covers the tomb with the following words derived from the 
Parish Register : — * S' Thomas Gresham, Knight, buryd December the 
15th, 1579.' The rest of the monument is of alabaster, richly wrought, 
and sculptured on every side with the armorial bearings of Gresham ; 
the escutcheons on the north-eastern and south-eastern sides impaling 
Femeby. Until a recent period, the whole was protected by a delicate 
and tasteful rail of iron : but this had become so corroded and wasted 
^y &ge» that it has of late been removed, and one more durable, but less 
elegant, substituted." — Burgon*s Greiham, vol. ii. p. 473. 

t He was called the ** rich Spencer.'' Some amusing records have 
been preserved concerning his daughter and sole heiress, and her mar- 
riage with William, the second Lord Compton, afterwards Earl of North- 
ampton. One story is, that his Lordship was so transported at the value 
of his inheritance, that he lost his wits and remained for some years in- 
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the close of the sixteenth century, for 25607. His 
name is in the highest repute for all the qualities that 
could dignify his station, and his family still survives 
in that of the most noble the Marquis of Northamp- 
ton. He is reported to have made great reparations in 
the premises, and to have kept his mayoralty there in 
1594, and after that ** to have builded a most large 
warehouse near thereunto." 

One longs to have witnessed the hospitalities that 
he liberally dispensed- during his year of oflSce ; and, 
fortunately, a quarto tract of rare occurrence, published 
in 1688, introduces us to him and to his company. 

The title of the tract is — * 

^' Gesta Grayorum ;t or, the History of the high and 
mighty Prince Henry, Prince of Peer-Poole, Arch- 
duke of Sapulia and Bernardia, Duke of high and 

sane. But many will hear with greater interest of the mode in which the 
elopement was condacted, and few will be able to read without a smile a 
letter from the lady herself, in which she evinces a capability of spending 
a fortune of any magnitude whatever. Moreover, the reconciliation of 
the distressed father to his penitent daughter has a charm peculiar to' 
itself. The documents that illustrate the events are too long for a note, 
and are therefore placed in an Appendix. 

♦ See William Hone's Year Book, p. 327—352. 

t A record of a similar pageaht is given in most animated style by. 
WHitelock in his Memorials, 18—22. [Ed. 1732.] He (ells us that a 
masque which cost upwards of 20,000/., was presented by the Templars 
in conjunction with the Members of Lincoln's Inn and Gray's Inn, to 
King Charles I. and his young Queen, Henrietta. 
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nether Holborn, Marquis of St. Giles and Tottenham, 
Count Palatine of Bloomsburj and Clerkenwell, Great 
Lord of the Cantons of Islington, Kentish Town, Pad- 
dington and Knightsbridge ; Knight of the most he- 
roical order of the Helmet, and Sovereign of the same ; 
who reigned and died, a.d. 1594 : together with a 
masque, as it was presented, (by his Highnesses com- 
mand) for the entertainment of Queen Elizabeth, who, 
with the nobles of both courts, was present thereat" 

There then follows a description of the doings of the 
young wits and revellers of Gray's Inn and of the 
Temple, — first, the election of a Mr. Henry Helmes, a 
Norfolk gentleman of good parts, to the great dignity 
of governing the state through the ensuing Christmas ; 
he being a proper personage, and very active in 
dancing and revelling ; then, sportive and humorous 
imitations of a royal coronation, and receiving a foreign 
embassy. But my purpose in noticing this superlative 
burlesque, is to inform you of what happened on the 
4th January, 1594. 

" The Prince, attended by his courtiers, and accom- 
panied by the Ambassador of Templaria, with his train, 
made a progress from his Court of Graya to the Lord 
Mayor's house, called Crosby Place, in Bishopsgate 
Street, whither he had been invited by his Lordship to 
dinner. His Highness was bravely mounted, upon a 
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rich foot cloth, the Ambassador likewise riding near 
him ; the gentlemen attending with the Prince's officers, 
and the Ambassador's favourites going before, and the 
others coming behind the Prince. Every one had his 
feather in his cap, the Grayans using white, and the 
Templarians using ash-coloured feathers. The Prince's 
attendants were to the number of fourscore, all bravely 
appointed and mounted on great horses, with foot- 
clothes according to their rank. Thus they rode very 
gallantly from Gray's Inn, through Chancery Lane, 
Fleet Street, and so through Cheapside and Comhill 
to Crosby Place, where was a sumptuous and costly 
dinner for the Prince and all his attendants, with 
variety of musick and all good entertainment Dinner 
being ended, the Prince and his Company revelled 
awhile, and then returned in the same order they went. 
The streets being filled with people, who thought there 
had been some great Prince in very deed passing 
through the City. This popular show greatly pleased 
the Lord Mayor and his Commonalty, as well as the 
great Lords and others of good condition." 

During the period of Sir John Spencer's possession of 
these premises,* he lentf the use of them for a few 

* The town-house of Sir John Spencer, it may be observed, would 
generally be unoccupied, as he chiefly resided at Ganonbury, 

t In a similar spirit of hospitality and friendly relationship between 
the two countries, John of Gaunt lent his Palace in the Savoy to the 
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weeks in 1603, for the reception of the Baron de Rosnyj 
when he came with a splendid retinue as ambassador from 
the King of France, to congratulate James I. on his 
accession to the Throne of England. At once dignified 
by its architecture and by its associations, Crosby Place 
formed a spacious and convenient residence for the 
royal embassage. Henry IV. of France did not send 
mere idle messages of compliment, or, at least, would 
not send on such a mission his most talented and 
valued counsellor. De Rosny was no less a personage 
than the great Treasurer of France, the first minister of 
the day, the immortal Sully. 

The object of the mission was to secure the co- 
operation of James in aiding the Dutch Protestants, 
and to counteract the manoeuvres of the Court of 
Spain. 

In the preceding month. May, 1603, the States of 
Holland and Zealand had sent ambassadors for a 
similar purpose ; apd that there might not be wanting 
either the dignity of rank, or the experience of age, 
Frederick Prince of Nassau was at the head of it, and 
he was aided by the sagacity of Fulke, Brederode, and 

French monarcli, John, when that upright and conscientious Prince came 
a second time to England, a Toluntary hostage, and where he died. Let 
his words neyer be forgotten : '' Though Truth/' said he, " should be 
banished from all the world besides, it should ever find a dwelling in 
the breasts of Kings.*' 
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the learned Bamevelt.* But James considered them 
rebels in arms against their legitimate sovereign, and 
therefore made continual excuses for not receiving 
them at Court. It is of the greater moment to name 
these ambassadors, because they also are supposed to 
have been l6dged in Crosby Place. It is certain that 
they were in Bishopsgate Street, and each may decide 
for himself the degree of probability to be attached to 
either of the following views. 

Some have argued, — It is not likely that the same 
building was used for two embassies from foreign 
Courts, within so short a time: while it may be 
answered, that, — It was very natural for the French 
Ambassador, who had come over to aid the views of 
the Hollanders, and to remedy the failure of their 
application, to go straightway to the mansion which 
they had just vacated.! 

* John Olden de Barnevelt was beheaded 1619, on an ill sustained 
charge of having plotted to betray his country to Spain. 

t Stowe names Barnevelt and his company among the temporary 
occupiers of Crosby Hall during the reign of Elizabeth. Besides 
forming a residence for these several embassages, viz. D'Assonleville, 
Ramelius, De Rosny, and the Hollanders, it has been stated that Reed 
during his mayoralty, entertained some ambassadors from Maximilian 
Emperor of Germany to King Henry VII. ; but an inconsistency in the 
dates has prevented my inserting this statement in the text, under the 
proper date, and in its proper place. The Ambassadors are said to 
have arrived in the year 1500, to condole with Henry VII. upon the 
Queen's death ; whereas Reed was not Lord Mayor till 1501-2, and 
Elizabeth of York did not die till 1504. Probably they came over in 
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At least the knowledge of the difficulties with which 
De Rosny had to contend increases our interest in his 
proceedings. On the 8th of June he came, two days 
after his rival (D'Aremberg), the Ambassador from 
Spain. With great penetration he discovered the pe- 
culiar weakness of the several characters with which 
he came in contact, and with no ordinary address he 
won them over to his purpose. 

Doubtless with James he was witty and learned, 
and every quotation which the royal pedant made 
was answered with another, though the flatterer 
would be careful rather to gratify the passion of the 
monarch than to exhibit the brilliancy of his own at- 
tainments. To the ladies of the palace he made him- 
self agreeable by sprightliness of conversation and 
elegance of manner; and to the courtiers by the liberal 
distribution of 30,000 crowns. Those were times when 
bribery was not so much out of fashion as it happily is 
at present,* and the Spanish and French Ambassador 
were out-bidding each other to gain favour. On the 
first of July De Rosny departed, exulting in the success 
of his application, for he had concluded a treaty with 
James advantageous to the interests of both countries. 
The treaty was ratified, but it did not divert the King 

1502, on the decease of Arthur, Prince of Wales, whose bride was sister- 
in-law to Maximilian's son, Philip, father of Charles V. 

* Yide Parliamentary Reports of the speeches on Mr. Roebuck^s motion. 
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of England from the pursuit of his great object, — Peace 
with all the nations of Christendom. 

A new prospect now opens on our view. After the 
bright banners of the French Ambassador had left the 
portals of this house, and the ftinereal pomp, in 1609, had 
conducted Sir John Spencer and his Lady to their last 
earthly home, their sepulchre in St. Helen's Church, 
we know nothing of great interest connected with this 
building (with the exception of the circumstance that 
for about six years, 1609 to 1615, it was gladdened by 
the presence of Mary Sydney,* Dowager Countess of 
Pembroke,)! until the commencement of the Great 

* This amiable and accomplished lady, sister of Sir Philip Sidney, 
was bom about the middle of the sixteenth century, and died on the 
25th September, 1621, haying surviyed her husband not less than twenty 
years. She has been honoured with an epitaph from Ben Jonson's pen, 
perhaps better known than any other which has graced the annals of the 
dead, and which cannot fail to perpetuate in colours durable as the lan- 
guage in which it is written, her beauty, yirtue, and mental endowments : 
** Undtsmeath this sable hearse 

Lies the subject of aU verse : 

Sidney's sister, Pembroke's mother. 

Death, ere thou hast killed another. 

Fair, and learned, and good, as she. 

Time shall throw a dart at thee." 
It is not so generally known, and I belieye has not appeared in print, 
that the Countess of Pembroke was the Delia of Daniel, Poet Laureate. 

t For twenty-one years the premises were leased to William Russel^ 
presumed to be the son of Lord Russel of Thomhaugh, and the cousin 
of Anne Clifford, Countess of Dorset, and afterwards of Pembroke, 
whose daughter. Lady Isabella BackyiUe, became the wife of James Earl 
of Northampton-, the proprietor by inheritance from the rich heiress. — 
See Appends, 
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Rebellion, when it was made a temporary prison for the 
royalists. In this eventful year, Sir John Langham, 
who had rented Crosby Place of Spencer, Earl of 
Northampton, for fourscore and nineteen years, served 
the office of sheriflF; and this will account for the 
prisoners temporary confinement in that building,* 
There with measured step and lofty bearing, though 
. with a melancholy air, brave and unfortunate gentle- 
men would pace the chequered f pavement of this 
hall, questioning the prudence of the King, suspecting 
the influence of the Queen, enlarging upon the valour 
of Prince Rupert, rejoicing in the partial success at 
Edgehill,^ anathematizing the opposition of the Par- 
liament, and regretting the disafiection of the citizens. 
When they heard that Oxford was still a rallying point 



* The House of Commons ordered the ** removal of ten prisoners 
from Crosby Place to Gresbam Colledge/' on tbe 31st of October, 1642. 
See Appendix, 

t The floor was originally paved with stone, chequer-ways. — Londina 
llustrata. Much of tbe chequered pavement of Purbeck marble still 
remains, though not at present visible, for it was carefully boarded over 
by a recent tenant, with a considerate regard for its preservation. It 
has hitherto escaped notice, that the ante-room was paved with encaustic 
tiles. Some of these also remain beneath the flooring at the original 
level at the south-east angle near the postern door. 

t The battle of Edgehill was fought on the 23d of October, 1642, 
when Prince Rupert commanded the horse, and eminently distinguished 
himself. 
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for loyalty, they were encouraged to maintain the 
justice of their cause ; and conscious that, in ** honour- 
ing the King," they were obeying a direction which is 
coupled in the Scriptures with the commandment to 
** fear God," they vowed, perhaps in the words of Sir 
Thomas Wyndham, "never to forsake the Crown 
though it should hang upon a bush."* 

Sir John Langham was a Presbyterian, but is saidf 
to have been attached to the cause of the royal 
family ; if, however, he indeed was so, it was not until 
after the date to which we have alluded ; for Clarendon 
(3. 314) speaks of him as actively uniting with Isaac 
Pennington, (lord mayor,) and Andrews, (his brother 
sheriff,) in a measure that was clearly in favour of the 
Parliamentarians, viz., raising money to support the 
army in opposition to the Sovereign. The violence 
of the Independents, when they obtained a majority in 
the House of Commons, (1648,) excluded the Presby- 
terians from a share in the administration of public 
business. Then that body, which (except under the 

* Miss Strickland (Q^€en8 of England, iv. 41.) quotes the loyal 
proverb, '^ Cleave to the Crown though jt hang on a bush ;'' and says 
that the House of Tudor assumed the device of a Crown in a bush of the 
fruited hawthorn, in memory of the picturesque fact that the red-berried 
hawthorn once sheltered the Crown of England ; but to my mind this 
does not so well account for the origin of the phrase, as supposing it to 
be the unpremeditated expression of an honest old soldier. 

t See Carlos* Notices qf Crosby Hall, 
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excitement of party feeling or violence of persecution) 
has always exhibited respect for constituted authority^ 
and a love of order, hastened to join the royalists (1659). 
A few years later, when the firmness of tjeven bishops 
in their conference with James 11., proved that the 
Church of England had been groundlessly accused of 
Popery, many of them united with the Episcopalians. 
But as the liberty of private judgment had run into 
excess, there were shades of differences among the 
Presbyterians themselves, and the Antinomians con- 
tinued Non-conformists. 

By some of these the Hall in which we are assembled 
was used as a meeting-house in 1672; for, during the 
occupancy of Sir Stephen Langham, son of Sir John,* a 
calamity had rendered the dwelling unfit for a doihestic 
habitation* A destructive fire raged through the pri- 
vate apartments, and left only the Great Hall and 
north wing standing amid a heap of ruins. A few 
years afterwards, 1678, the property passed to the 
Cranfields,t and the houses at present in Crosby Square 

* The Life qf Selina Countess qf Huntingdon, contains a few notices 
of the Langham family, who deserve a more extended mention than we 
have afforded them. Also see Antiquarian and Biographical Illustrations, 
by Mr. Bayle. 

t This was probably through Charles Cranfield Sackyille, Earl of 
Dorset and Middlesex, who married a daughter of James, Earl of North- 
ampton, by his second wife, Mary Noel. See Appendix. 

It is a curious coincidence, but nothing more, that Lady Diana Sack- 
ville, grand-daughter of the above Earl of Dorset, married in 1777, John 
Crosby, Earl of Glandore. 
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were built upon the site of the part destroyed by fire. 
We shall easily believe that the genius of mercantile 
enterprise^ and honourable dealing, yet hovers round 
the spot, when we remember that the names of 
Wigram and of Cotton are still identified with one of 
its oldest dwellings. 

The Presbyterian congregation was subject to a 
variety of changes ; at times well attended and sup- 
ported ; but when the preachers lost their voices or their 
energy, the people dropped ofi^ for some new favourite. 
Afl;er having occupied these premises with occasional 
intermissions for almost a hundred years, the congrega- 
tion was finally dispersed in 1769 ; and the remnant, 
with the title of Rellyian Universalists, under their 
preacher Relly, retired to a building in Maze Pond, 
Southwark. 

Another^ change of a sadly degrading character yet 
awaited this venerable building. The owners thought 
perhaps that it was too far gone to ruin to admit of 
repair, and as there was convenient space for the 
required purposes, it was let to Messrs. Holmes and 
Hall, packers ; and they were compelled to make many 
alterations, and some despoilings, to adapt it to their 

* The ground-floor of the hall was for some years used as a ware- 
house by the Hon. East India Company : and it is stated in an old 
adyertisement, published in 1678, that, before that date, the premises 
were appropriated to the business of the post-office. — Vide Appendix, 
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uses. The great hall was divided horizontally^ so as to 
leave its magnificent roof in a mere lumber garret ; the 
ante-room ceiling and council chamber floor were 
broken through for their machinery, and the octangular 
bay window served for a counting-house. 

To all appearance, the place was ruined ; the his- 
torian sighed as he passed by, and moralized, "To 
what vile uses we may return, Horatio I" the anti- 
quarian held up his hands in horror, and went home 
to dream of the Goths' irruption into the palaces of 
Italy. 

But its veiy desolation brought it friends. There was 
something poetical and pathetic stole across the mind as 
we tried to recognize the scenes that were passed, — 
to trace the nameis of Crosby, of Richard Duke of 
Gloucester, of Reed, More, Bond, Sully, Spencer, and 
Langham, in the damaged walls, and dusky roofj and 
shattered windows. The wind whistled through the 
rooms, and seemed to prophesy that in a few short 
years not a vestige of this memorial should exist, 
" not one stone should be left upon another." 

Then a few generous spirits stirred themselves, and 
a committee was formed ten years since to effect its 
restoration. But this js a "cui bono" age. Every 
body asks, " What is it for?" and " What is the good 
of it?" when they are invited to give five guineas 
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to restore an old building, or to raise a new one. S6 
the subscriptions came in slowly, and, but for the 
untiring energy of a lady, whose name it would be 
superfluous to mentiouj'-^but for the steady exertioni^ 
of this one indiyidual, the premises would presently 
have fallen back into their former desolation. 

By the exertions of the committee, however, a lease 
for ninety-nine years was obtained, upon the condition 
that the hall, when restored, should be devoted to 
some objects connected with literature and science. 
Difficulties yet remained, but they have now been 
happily overcome ; for, while some of us have united to 
purchase the lease, and to repair the building, we have 
met with tenants to carry out the design proposed, in the 
Literary and Scientific Institution. 

Here I might bring my lecture to a close ; but I am 
reminded by a word in the invitations which you have 
received, that there is another topic on which I must 
address yoa. This is described as ^'an opening lec- 
ture." It is designed to be introductory to many more 
to be delivered in this place by talented and literary 
men, on a variety of subjects. The invitation of 
introducing to you this course hds been conveyed to 
me fix>m the Committee of the Literary and Scientific 
Institution, and I have not hesitated to comply with 
the request, because I felt that the compliment was to 
my office, from the duties of which I dare not shrink;-^ 

£ 
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because I look upon this anxiety for the sanction of the 
parish priest as a sign that the lectures which are to 
follow will not be inconsistent with his teaching; — 
because I desire to testify my opinion^ that this institu- 
tion will be useful to our neighbourhood ; — and lastly, 
because I believe that when the clergy identify them- 
selves with secular instruction they raise its tone, and 
leaven it with spiritual leaven. 

The taste for knowledge is daily increasing, and, if 
not gratified by the pure streams that flow fi:om the 
fountain of eternal life, will slake its thirst by the 
unwholesome draughts from impure sources. Much 
good is to be done by guiding the excited spirit of the 
age, and providing a safe escape for its overwrought 
feelings. Take man as he is, and society as we find it, 
and especially in this overgrown metropolis, and tell me 
what greater temporal benefit you can confer upon a 
large proportion of our neighbours than a Society 
which will improve their taste, satisfy their longings, 
and afibrd a wise and wholesome employment for their 
leisure hours. Consider the multitudes of youth 
thrown upon the streets of this great city, without 
many fiiends, or that which civilizes man, correct 
female society ; their days employed under coxistraint, 
and not without fatigue, their evenings requiring re- 
laxation and sympathy ; and ask, what adequate induce- 
ment is supplied to give or to gratify a taste for 
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reading, to withhold them from those fearful temp- 
tations which lay wait for the body and the soul ;— ^in a 
word, to make solitude tolerable, and to open the 
sources of substantial happiness I 

In the Literary and Scientific Institution I trust they 
will find one barrier against vice, and a thousand argu- 
ments to virtue. It neither is, nor professes to be, 
everything ; but it is already much, and will be morew 
Without making myself responsible for any of its 
doings, I may safely say, that its intentions are excel- 
lent; and while by its reading-room and lectures it 
will supply many deficiencies of which we now com- 
plain, its library is accessible upon easy terms, and 
the volumes may be carried home to your own houses 
to be read in concert with your wives and children. 

A duty still remains: — it is, to pay our tribute of 
applause to our architect,* for having so well fulfilled 
our intentions, and so consistently restored this Hall to 
something of its early beauty. He is not answerable 
for the necessary anachronism of which we have been 
guilty, in introducing the ** graduated scale" into our 
sittings on this Hall floor ; but our funds, as well as our 
taste, demanded that we should unite the ** utile" with 
the " dulce," and we directed him to accommodate this 

* John Davies, Esq., of Deyonshire Square. 
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room for lectures or for music. The screen* at the 
north end, and the gallery with arched recess for an 
organ, have grown out of these requirements ; the same 
may be said of the south gallery ; and in all, the archi- 
tect has successfully endeavoured to harmonize the 
details with the character of the ancient building. 

Personally, I have another duty to perform, — to 
thank you for your presence here to-night, and for the 
patience with which you have listened to my lengthened 
observations. 

* This however may fairly be regarded as a restoration, for the founda- 
tion on which it stands is of undoubted antiquity. 
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No. 1. — To illustrate the Note at page 36, 37. — Tfie Rich Spencer, 
In a curious pamphlet entitled ** The Vanity of the Lives and 
Passions of Men," by D.Papillon, Gent, 1651, Oct., occurs the 
following remarkable passage: — ''In Queen Elizabeth's days, 
a pirate of Dunkirk laid a plot, with twelve of his mates, to 
carry away Sir John Spencer, which, if he had done, fifty thou- 
sand pounds had not ransomed him ; he came over the seas in a 
shallop, with twelve musquiteers, and in the night came into 
Barking Creek, and left the shallop in the custody of six of his 
men, and with the other six came as far as Islington, and there 
hid themselves in ditches near the path in which Sir John 
came always to his house at Canonbury ; but, by the Providence 
of God, Sir John, upon some extraordinary occasion, was forced 
to stay in London that night, otherwise they had taken him 
away : and they, fearing that they should be discovered, in the 
night time came to their shallop, and therefore came safe to 
Dunkirk again.'' 

Elopement, 
**Sir John Spencer had, by his Lady, Alice Bromfeild, one sole 
daughter and heiress, Elizabeth, of whom there is a tradition, 
(we give it as a tradition) that she was carried off from Canon- 
bury House in a baker's basket, by the contrivance of William, 
the Second Lord Compton, Lord President of Wales, to whom, 
in the year 1594, she was married, and thus carried this estate 
into his family." — ^Nichol's Canonburi/, page 23. 

No. 2. — Los9 of Wits, 

** Sir John Spencer, who was Lord Mayor of London in 1594, died 
in March 1609-10, worth £300,000? some said £800,000; this vast 
accession of property threw Lord Compton at first into a state of 
distraction :*' Fide Winwood, iiL 136 ; where the following remarks 
occur in a letter from Beaulieu to Trumbull, dated March, 1609. 

** On Tuesday the funerals of Sir John Spencer were made, 
where some thousands did assist in mourning cloaks or gowns, 
amongst which there were 320 poor men, who had every one a 
basket given them» stored with the particular provisions set down 
in this note* inclosed. [* A black gown, four pounds of beef, two 
loaves of bread, a little bottle oi wine, a candlestick, a pound of 
caadle% two saucers, two spooas, a black pudding, a pair of 
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gloves, a dozens of points, two red herrings, four white herrings, 
six sprats, and two eggs.] But to expound to you the mystical 
meaning of such an antic furniture, I am not so skilful an 
CEdipus, except it doth design the Horn of Abundance, which 
my Lord Compton hath found in that succession. But that poor 
lord is not like, if God doth not help him, to carry it away for 
nothing, or to grow very rich thereby, being in great danger to 
lose his wits for the same; whereof being at the first news 
either through the vehement apprehension of joy for such a 
plentiful succession, or of carefulness how to take it up and dis- 
pose it, somewhat distracted, and afterwards reasonably well 
restored, he is now of late fallen again (but more deeply) into 
the same frenzy, so that there seemeth to be little hope of his 
recovery. And what shall these thousands and millions avail 
him if he come to lose, if not his soul, at least his wits and 
reason. It is a fair and ample subject for a divine to discourse 
of riches, and a notable example to the world not to woo or 
trust so much in them. It is given out abroad that he suppressed 
a will of the deceased's, whereby he did bequeath some £20,000 
to his poor kindred, and as much in pios usus ; for the which 
the people do exclaim that this affliction is justly inflicted upon 
him by the hand of God." 

No. 3,-'The Letter. 
" My sweet Life, 

" Now that I have declared to you my mind, for the 
settling your Estate, I supposed that it were best for me to be- 
think what allowance were best for me : for considering what 
care I have ever had of your estate, and how respectfully I 
dealt with those which, both by laws of God, Nature, and 
Civil Policy, Wit, Religion, Government, and Honesty, you, 
my dear, are bound to. I pray and beseech you to grant 
to me, your most kind and loving wife, the sum of £1,600 
per ann., quarterly to be paid. Also I wou'd, besides that 
allowance for my apparel, have £600 added yearly for the 
performance of charitable works j those things I would not, 
neither will be, accountable for. Also I will have three horses 
for my own sadle that none shall dare to lend or borrow ; none 
lend but I, none borrow but you. Also I wou'd have two Gentle- 
women, lest one should be sick ; also, believe it is an indecent 
thing for a Gentlewoman to stand mumping alone, when God 
have blessed their lord and lady with a great estate. Also when 
I ride hunting or hawking, or travel from one house to another,- 
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I will have them attending] so for each of these said women I 
must and will have a horse. Also I will have six or eight gen- 
tlemen ; and will have my two Coaches, one lined with velvet to 
myself, with four very fair horses ; and a coach for my women, 
lined with sweet cloth, overlaid with gold; the other, with scarlet 
and laced with watched lace and silver, with four good horses. 
Also I will have two coachmen, one for myself, the other for 
my women. Also, whenever I travel, I will be allowed not 
only carroches and spare horses for me and my women, but such 
carriages as shi^ be fitting for all ; orderly ; not pestering my 
things with my women's, nor theirs with chambermaids', nor 
theirs with wash-maids'. Also, lauiidresses, when I travel, I will 
have them sent away before with the carriages, to see all safe ; 
and the chambermaids shall go before with the grooms, that the 
chambers may be ready, sweet, and cle^n. Also, for that it is 
indecent to crowd up myself with my gentleman-usher in my 
coach, I will have him have a convenient horse to attend me 
either in city or country. And I must have four footmen. And 
my desire is that you will defray all the charges for me. And 
for myself, besides my yerely allowance, I would have twenty 
gowns apparel, six of them excellent good ones, eight of them 
for the country, and six others of them very excellent good ones. 
Also I would have to put in my purse £2,000 and £200, and so 
you to pay my debts. Also I would have £8,000 to buy me 
jewels, and £6,000 for a pearl chain. Now, seeing I have been 
and am so reasonable unto you, I pray you to find my Children 
apparel and their schooling, and all my servants, men and 
women, their wages. Also I will have all my houses furnished, 
and my lodging-chambers to be suited with all such furniture as 
is fit ; as Beds, Stools, Chairs, Cushions, Carpets, Silver- Warming 
Pans, Cupboards of Plate, fair hangings, &c. So for my draw- 
ing-chambers in all houses, I will have them delicately furnished 
with hangings, Couch, Canopy, Cushions, Carpets, &c. Also 
my desire is, that you would pay your debts, build up Ashby 
House, and purchase lands, and lend no money (as you love 
God,) to the Lord Chamberlain, which would have all, perhaps 
your life from you ; remember his son, my Lord Walden, what 
entertainment he gave me when you were at the Tilt Yard. If you 
were dead he said he wou'd be Husband, a Father, a Brother, and 
said he wou'd marry me ; I protest I grieve to see the poor man 
have so little Wit and Honesty to use his friend so vilely : also 
he fed me with untruths concerning the Charter House, but that 
is the least ; he wished me much harm, you know how : God 
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keep you and me from him, and any such as he is. So now that 
I have declared to you my mind, what I wou'd have, and what 
I wou'd not have, I pray you, when you he an Earl, to allow me 
a £1,000 more than I now desired, and douhle attendance. 

** Your loving Wife, 

"Eliz. Compton." 

[Copied from the Original hy the Hon. Mrs. Boyle Walsing- 
ham, and ohligingly communicated to the Antiquarian Reper- 
tory hy the Earl of Essex, 1808, vol. iiL p. 437. Written pro- 
bahly about 1617.} 

No. 4. 

The following graphic sketch is extracted from Chambers* 
Edmburgh Journal of 16th of April, 1842, and will be read 
with peculiar interest ii^ connection with the records of a house 
that exhibits the cognizances of Sir John Spencer, and of 
Spencer, Earl of Northampton, as of two of its worthiest pro* 
prietors. 

An meident in the Reign of Elizabeth. 

** Let us in idea go back two centuries and a half, and step inta 
the presence-chamber of Queen Elizabeth. The walls are hung 
with rich tapestry, while the floor is strewed with fresh hay. At 
the door leading to the queen's apartments stands an usher 
dressed in velvet, with a gold chain around his neck, the badge 
of his office. In the chamber may be seen, besides, a great 
number of counsellors, officers of the crown, and clergymen of 
high rank — for the queen, after giving passing audience to those 
present, proceeds to chapel, the day being a holiday of the churclu 

" The mid-doors are thrown open, and the coming of the queen 
is announced. Gentlemen, barons, earls, and knights of the 
garter, all richly dressed and bare-headed, are the first to enter 
the presence-chamber from her apartments. They are followed 
by the lord-chancellor, bearing the seals in a silk purse ; and on 
each side of him walks a nobleman, one bearing the royal scep- 
tre, and the other the sword of state in a crimson scabbard. 
Queen Elizabeth follows. A small golden crown is upon her 
head, and rests on a profusion of thick curled hair, of a colour 
too deeply sanguine to countenance her early flatterers when 
they called the hue golden. The locks now worn by Eliza- 
beth are, however,, but a close imitation of what her natural 
tresses were in her younger days. Rich pearls hang from her 
ears, and a necklace of flue jewels is thrown over her shoulders. 
A white silk robe, bordered with large pearls, adorns her person, 
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and the long train is borae by a marchioness of the realm. 
Elizabeth is now, as has been hinted, past the meridian of her 
days, yet is her gait erect and majestic, and her small daxk eye 
retains its clear and vivid expression. A sharpening of the 
lines of her naturally acute lineaments is all that speaks of the 
advance of years. 

'* On the occasion when this scene, here described in the pre- 
sent tense, was to be witnessed, foreign ministers were in the 
presence-chamber, and to each Elizabeth spoke in his own lan- 
guage, whether that were Spanish or Italian, French or Dutch. 
Whithersoever she turned her eye, all knelt down before her. 
Whosoever had the honour of a word from her, remained kneel- 
ing, unless the great queen raised him. She passed along slowly 
through the large chamber, conversing to those on one side and 
another, and sometimes receiving strangers presented by the 
usher. She came at length to a gentleman advanced in years, 
who knelt at her look. He was richly dressed, but not in the 
robes of office or nobility. * Ha !' said the queen, stretching out 
her hand, and raising this personage ; * our good citizen, Sir 
John Spencer. Welcome ! Thou wert informed of our wish to 
converse with thee ?' * I had the honour,' answered the citizen, 
* to receive your majesty's commands to that eflfect.' * Thou hast 
ever indeed, good Sir John, regarded our slightest wish as a 
command,' continued Elizabeth ; ' and well thy loyalty beseems 
thee. Thou hast paid dearly, too, for thy affectionate regard to 
our person.' The old citizen sighed as if involuntarily, showing 
well that he understood the queen's allusion. She went on, 
however, to refer more plainly to the subject, while all around 
fell respectfully back, marking her low tones. * It was while an 
attendant on our train that my young Lord Compton first saw 
thy daughter, and the issue was the rash marriage which thou 
deplorest. Sir John, we would remedy the evil thou hast sus- 
tained.' The face of the citizen-knight grew suddenly flushed, 
and then left him more pale than before. He knelt down after a 
moment of apparently agitated thought, and said, in a low and 
hurried voice, ' I hope — I trust your majesty does not mean to 

lay your commands on me to pardon' The queen interrupted 

him. * Listen to us, Sir John Spencer. Your paternal resent- 
ment will be respected by us. It is a favour which we have now 
to require of thee, and the granting of which may partly remedy 
the misfortune which you have suffered. An infant boy has 
somewhat strangely fallen to our particular guardianship. He 
is of such rank and birth that we conceive thee to be a fitter 
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person to act as his sponsor than any of the nobles of our court. 
Thy civic position suits thee much more for serving the future 
fortunes of this boy ; and, God's bread, Sir John, thou shalt have 
a queen for a partner in the office. 

"Doubt had gradually disappeared from the citizen's brow 
during this speech, and had been supplanted by a feeling of the 
highest gratification, as was clear and apparent in his looks. 

* Your majesty,* said he, *^does me an honour which kings might 
be proud of. And by my life, madam, I shall prove, by my con- 
duct to the boy, that your majesty has not so honoured one who 
is ungrateful for it. I have no child,' continued the citizen, 
more slowly — * I have no child now, and my godson shall supply 
the place which has been wilfully vacated.' The queen was 
obviously pleased with what had passed. As she looked on Sir 
John, who had cast down his eyes in closing his speech, there 
was a sparkle of passing pleasure in her quick dark eye. ' Fare- 
well for the present. Sir John Spencer,' said she ; * due tidings 
shall reach thee when it becomes necessary to assume thy new 
duties.' The knight stooped to kiss the hand extended to him, 
and the queen passed on, leaving the citizen to follow, and finally 
wend his way homewards. 

• • * * * 

" Having fixed upon a son-in-law in his own rank in life, the 
worthy citizen had been deeply irritated by the elopement of his 
daughter with the young Lord Compton ; and though, at the 
period referred to in our story, more than a year had elapsed 
since the event. Sir John's anger seemed to have increased rather 
than diminished by the lapse of time. Various attempts had 
been made to bring about a reconciliation, but unsuccessfully. 
So stood the family affairs of Sir John Spencer, when good Queen 
Bess intimated her wish to honour him in the manner related. 

" Of that honour the citizen continued to think with pride, up to 
the time of his receiving a message from the queen, requiring a 
second visit from him at Greenwich Palace. Thither, accord- 
ingly. Sir John wended his way, meditating how he might best 
show, in a marked manner, his sense of the high favour bestowed 
on him by the queen. When ushered into the presence of the 
latter, he found her with a goodly company of ladies and cour- 
tiers; and in presence, also, was her majesty's household chaplain. 

* Welcome, Sir John,* said the queen, as the citizen paid his 
duty on entrance; 'thou art punctual, yet we have been for 
some time in readiness. The ceremony shall be private, as best 
befits the condition of our poor little charge.' Sir John bowed 
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in silence ; and the company, at a motion of the qaeen's hand, 
proceeded to the small chapel, where her majesty was accustomed 
to perform her private devotions. 

** We shall suppose the child haptized, and the whole ceremony 
over. Increasing the amount of the honour, the queen gave to 
the child the Christian name of 'Spencer.' This unexpected 
circumstance, and the unconmion beauty of the infant, seemed 
to determine the knight in its fiivour. * Madam,' said he to the 
queen, with tears in his eyes, * I have resolved to show my sense 
of this honour by adopting this child, now my name-son. He 
shall be my sole heir ; and, that no foolish relentings may after- 
wards affect this resolve, 1 here solemnly vow, before the holy 
altar, and in presence of your majesty and this fair company, to 
settle irrevocably my estate by deed in this child's favour, and to 
place it immediately in your majesty's possession, if you will 
honour me by accepting such trust' 

''The eyes of the queen sparkled with unaffected pleasure. 
*'Tis well, Sir John Spencer,' said she; *we are witnesses to 
your promise, and know that it will be kept' She then turned 
round, and exclaimed, looking to a side door, ' Without there ! 
You may enter.' In an instant the door was thrown open, and 
Sir John Spencer beheld his daughter, the Lady Compton, and 
her husband, kneeling at his feet. Before the agitated citizen 
could speak, the queen addressed him. 'Sir John, the child 
whom thou hast here adopted is thine own grandchild. Take 
these his parents also to your favour, and make this one of the 
happiest hours in a queen's life.' ' Pardon, dearest father, 
pardon !' cried the weeping daughter of the knight ; ' pardon,' 
continued she, taking her child from an attendant, and raising it 
in her arms — * pardon, for this child's sake !' Sir John Spencer 
could not resist these appeals. ' Heaven bless you, my children!' 
said he, embracing them by turns ; ' I do forgive all the past ; 
and I heartily thank her majesty, who has brought about this 
happy event,' 

" Our anecdote is told. Many glorious acts signalize the reign 
of Elizabeth, but it may be questioned if any recorded deed of 
hers places her character in a more pleasing light, than the little 
ruse by which she reconciled Sir John Spencer and his daughter." 

No. 5. — ^To illustrate Note page 44. 
Lords^ Journals, 7th December, 1642, 18 Car. I., vol. v. p. 477. 

"A message was brought from the House of Commons by Sir 
Henry Vane, Junior, which consisted of divers particulars wherein 
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they desire their Lordships' concurrence. lst« To desire their 
Lordships' concurrence with them, that the Lord Mayor and 
Sheriffs of London, might have power to remove ten persons 
which are imprisoned in Croshy House to Gresham College in 
London. 
" Agreed to with the House of Commons/' (p. 477.) 

Common^ Journals^ vol. ii. p. 828. 

" Ultimo Octohrifi, 1642^ 18 Car. I. 

'* By virtue of an order of the Conmions House of Parliament, 
these are to will and require you forthwith to take into your 
custody the body of Mr. John Gifford, Doctor in Divinity, Ben- 
jamin Stone, and Thomas Swadliue, clerks, and them to detain 
and keep in safe custody until the said House do take further 
order. 

« To the Keeper of Gresham College, London." (p. 828.) 

19th Dec 1642.— "Ordered that the prisoners committed to 
Crosby House and Gresham College, shall be removed to Lam- 
beth House, there to be kept in safe custody, and that Dr. Laiton 
shall be the keeper of that place." (p. 894.) 

27th Jan. 1643. — '' Ordered, that those persons in whose custody 
Dr. Gifford, of Basingshaw, London, now remains, do bring the 
said Dr. Gifford to attend the Committee for plundered ministers, 
on Tuesday next, at two, post meridiem, in the Exchequer 
Chamber." (p. 945.) 

See Extracts of references respecting the Royal Exchange, 
pub. 1839, p. 2. 

No. 6. — To confirm Note p. 47. 
''At Crosby House, in Bishopsgate Street, where the late 
General Post Office was kept, there will be held a public sale of 
a very considerable quantity of goods, lately belonging to a 
person deceased, being fine tapestry hangings, new and old, with 
carpets, damask, mohair and other rieh beds, bedding, &c. &c 
****** A very good Chariot," and a Black Girl, about 
15 years of age, to be sold. Enquire at the Ofiice, Royal Ex- 
change, London; and on Monday, the 27th, will come on the 
sale of Dr. Worsley's, and two other libraries." — Extracted from 
the " Mercury or Advertisements concerning Trade," May 23, 
1678. 
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OBSEBVATIONS IN THE SOUTHEfiN HEMISPHEBE, 

MADB DURING A RECENT RESIDENCE AT 

THE CAPE OF GOOD HOPE. 

By SIR JOHN HERSCHEL, Bart, F.R.S., &c. 

To be ninstrated by numerous Plates. 



THE JOURNAL OF AN EXPEDITION INTO 

THE INTEBIOE OF SOUTHEBN AFBICA, 

Fitted out in 1836, by the " Cape of Good Hope Association for Exploring Central Africa." 
Comprising an Authentic Narrative of the Travels and Discoveries of the Expedition ; an 
Account of the Manners and Customs of the Native Tribes ; and of the Natural Produc- 
tions, Aspect, and Physical Capabilities of the Country. 

By ANDREW SMITH, M.D. 

Surgeon to the Forces, and Director of the Expedition. 

To be Illustrated by a Map, and numerous Plates of African Scenery; and of the Dresses, 
Weapons, Dances, Religious Ceremonies, &c. of the Natives. 
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In 1 Vol., post 8vo., Price 8s. doth. 

THE CHMSTIAN'S SUNDAY COMPANION; 

Shewing the connection between the Collect, Epistle and Gospel, and Lessons for each 
Sunday; with an appropriate Hymn or Poem for every Sunday throughout the year. 

By Mrs. J. A. SARGANT. 




Jtt0t VttfiHsle^. 

New Edition, demy 8vo., Revised throughout, with many additions and corrections, 

by the Author, and illustrated with Plates. 

THE NATUEE AND PEOPEETIES OF THE SUGAE CANE j 

With Practical Directions for the Improvement of its Culture, 
and the Manufacture of its Products. 

By GEORGE RICHARDSON PORTER, F.R.S., 

Author of the Tropical Agriculturist, &c. 
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In 1 Volume 8vo., cloth. 

A HISTOBY OF THE CHUECH OF CHEIST, 

IN A COURSE OF LECTURES. 

, By the Rut. CHARLES MACKENZIE, A.M., 

Vicar of St. Helen's, Bishopsgate, and Head Master of Queen Elizabeth's Grammar School, 

St. Olave's, Southwark. 

With a Large Map by Arrowsmith, and Illustrated with Plates, 
NOTES AND OBSERVATIONS ON 

THE IONIAN ISLANDS AND MALTA, 

WITH SOME REMARKS ON 

CONSTANTINOPLE AND TURKEY ; 

And on the system of Quarantine, as at present conducted. 

By JOHN DAVY, M.D., F.R.S, 

In Two Volumes, Demy 8vo. 

THE MODEEN HISTOBY AND CONDITION OF EGYPT: 

ITS CLIMATE, DISEASES, AND CAPABILITIES; 

Comprising the Proceedings of Mahommed Ali Pascha, from 1829 to 1842, with Illustra- 
tions of Scripture History, the Fulfilment of Prophecy, and the Progress of Civilization 
in the East. 

By W. HOLT YATES, M.D., &c. &c. 

In Two Volumes Demy, 8vo., with Illustrations. 



FBIENDSHIP'S OFFERING, 

AND 

WINTER'S WREATH ; 
A Literary Album, and Christmas and New Year's Present. 

The Volume for 1843 will appear at the usual time, and will be peculiarly beautiful 

and attractive. 

Price 12s. in full gilt binding, elegantly embossed. 

''This most beautiful Annual enjoys the merit of having been the SBCOifD in existence 
of all those that now contest with it the palm of celebrity ; and it is no exaggeration to 
say, that both in literary t^ent and pictorial embellishment it fully maintains the distin- 
guished rank to which its priority of existence gives it a nominal title." 

MoNTHLT Magazine. 
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A COMPEEHENSIVE HISTOEY OF THE WOOLLEN TEADE 

From the earliest Records to the present Period, comprising the Woollen and Worsted 
Manufactures, and the Natural and Commercial History of Sheep, with the various Breeds, 
and Modes of Management in different Countries. 

By JAMES BISCHOFF, Esq. 

In Two large Volumes, 8vo., Illustrated with Plates, Price 1/. 6s. doth. 
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<*Mr. Bischoff's work will be found valuable to all persons interested in the subject.* 

ATHKNiCUM. 

** Mr. Bischoff has in these volumes collected a vast mass of curious and valuable infor- 
mation, acceptable to readers of varied tastes, even though quite unconnected with manu- 
factures and trade. We recommend every reader to peruse attentively this meritorious 
compilation. — We finally recommend these volumes of Mr. BischofTs to the careful con- 
sideration of all those interested in the subjects of which they treat."— TufKS, May 30. 



A COMPEEHENSIVE fflSTOET OF THE lEON TEADE, 

THROUGHOUT THE WORLD, 

From the earliest Records to the present Time. With an Appendix, containing Official 

Tables, and other public Documents. 

By HARRY SCRIVENOR, Esq., Blaenavon. 

In One Volume Demy 8vo. Price 15s. cloth. 

^* Mr. Scrivenor*s History is written with elaborate research and anxious care, and goes 
into and exhausts the entire subject; it contains numerous facts full of Interest to common 
readers."— Tait's Magazinb. 
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AN INQUIRY INTO THE 

CAUSES AND MODES OF THE WEALTH OF INDIVIDUALS ; 

OR, THE PRINCIPLES OP TRADE AND SPECULATION 

EXPLAINED, 

By THOMAS CORBET, Esq. 

Post 8vo., Price 6s., cloth. 

" Mr. Corbet deserves our best thanks for laying down so clearly and methodically his 
ideas on a subject of such vast importance." — New Monthly Magazine. 



THE TEOPICAL AGEICULTUEIST : 

A Practical Treatise on the Cultivation and Management of various Productions suited to 
Tropical Climates, and capable of advantageous production in our Colonies, &c. 

By GEORGE RICHARDSON PORTER, F.R.S. 

In Demy 8vo., with 45 Botanical Plates, Price Sis. 

''This valuable volume opens to colonial residents such a mine of hitherto concealed 
wealth, that every proprietor, emigrant, or person interested in the success of an emigrant 
friend, ought to procure a copy as their surest guide to fortune.*' 
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- A PRACTICAL TREATISE ON BREWING, 

Based on Chemical and Economical principles ; with Formuls for Public Brewers, and 

Instructions for Private Families. 

By WILLIAM BLACK. 

Second Edition, much enlarged and improved, in small 8vo. 

(Revised by Dr. Birkbbck.) 

Price t2s. in neat cloth binding. 

"This very useful work re-appears with many valuable additions to its former instruc- 
tions and information. And the art of Brewing can no longer be a mystery or a matter 
of difficulty ; and neither the wholesale nor the private brewer should be without it.'* 

Argvs. 
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A FAMILIAR EXPLANATION OF 
THE NATURE, ADVANTAGES, AND IMPORTANCE OF 

ASSUEANCES UPON LIVES, 

And the various Purposes to which they may be usefully Applied : including also a par- 
ticular Account of the routine required for Effecting a Policy; and of the different systems 
of Life Assurance now in use, the Principles, Terms, and Tables of Seventy London 
Assurance Offices, &c. 

By LEWIS POCOCK, F.S.A. 

in Post 8vo., Price 7s. cloth. 
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'There are no technicalities in Mr. Pocock's work to prevent its being useful to all; 
and those, therefore, who are likely to have recourse to Life Insurance will do wisely in 
consulting this CamiUar explanation of its nature and advantages."— Globe. 



MADEIRA, LISBON, &c. 

THE INVALID'S GUIDE TO MADEIEA; 

With a Description of Teneriffe, Lisbon, Cintra, and Mafra, and a Vocabulary of the 

Portuguese and English Languages. 

By WILLIAM WHITE COOPER, M.R.C.S., Surgeon to the Hon. Artillery Company. 

In 1 Vol., fcp. 8vo., Price 4s. cloth gilt. 

<< There has recently been published a small work by Mr. Cooper, which may be con- 
sulted with advantage." — Sir Jambs Clark on Climate, 



MEDICAL GUIDE FOE MOTHERS, 

In Pregnancy, Accouchement, SuckHng, Weaning, &c., and in most of the important 

Diseases of Children. 

Second Edition, enlarged. 

By J. R. HANCORN, Member of the Royal College of Surgeons, 4ec 

Foolscap Svo., Price 5s. doth. 
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NEW WORKS ON GEOLOGICAL STUDY. 

THE CEKTAINTIES OF GEOLOGY. 

By W. SIDNEY GIBSON, Esq., F.G.8. 
Price lOs. 6d. doth. 

« An able and elal)orate treatise, to demonstrate that the science of geology is not 
inconsistent with Christian belief."— Litbrart Gazette. 

'* A work calculated to arrest the serious attention of eveiy Christian reader." 

Britannia. 

'*The clearest and most comprehensive introduction to the sdence of geology which 
has yet fsUen under our notice. The principles of geology are moreover explained with a 
perspicuity and a completeness which we may look for in vain in other works professing 
the same object." — United Sbrtigb Gazbttb. 



SKETCHES OF THE GEOLOGY OF MOBAY. 

By PATRICK DUFF, Esq. 

8vo. cloth. Price 8s. 6d. 

<<We have been maeh strack with the masteriy manner in which the Author has 
handled this truly difficult subject." — Citt Chronicle. 
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THE TUBOSH INTERPRETEE ; 

Being a New and Complete Grammar of the Turkish Language. 

By Major CHARLES BOYD. 

Demy 8vo., Price 12s. 

"We cannot hesitate to recommend it to all persons to whom such a publication is likely 
to be useful."»ATLAS. 

HOOD'S OWN; 

OR, 

LAUGHTER FROM YEAR TO YEAR: 

Being former runnings of his comic vein, with an infusion of new blood for general 

circulation. 

'*This Volume contains all the choice bits of the Comic Annuals : every page sparkles 
with wit and genuine humour; while the abundant illustrations would provoke mirth from 
the most cynical philosopher." 

It comprises 570 closely printed pages, Demy 8vo., with nearly 300 Wood Cuts, and a 
Portrait of the Author, handsomely bound. Price 13s. doth gilt« 

MR. HOOD'S LAST WORK. 

UP THE BHINE. 

The Second Edition, illustrated by nnmeroos characteristic Cuts. 

''One of the very best Guide Books for traveflers on the Rhine, and withal irresistibly 
diverting." 

Price i2s. doth gilt. 
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OUTLINES OF NAVAL ROUTINE; 

Being a Concise and Complete Manual in Fitting, Re-fitting, Quartering, Stationing, 
making and shortening Sail, Heaving down, Riggihg Shears, and, in short, performing all 
the ordinary duties of a Man-of-War, according to the best practice. 

By Lieutenant ALEXANDER D. FORDYCE, R.N. 

In Royal 8vo., Price 10s. 6d. boards. 
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Author of "The Women of England/' &c. 

PICTTJEES OF PRIVATE LIFE; 

First Series. 



Containing "An Apology for Fiction;" "The Hall and the Cottage;" "Ellen Eskdale;' 
"The Curate's Widow;" and "Marriage as it may be. 
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Uniform with the above, the Second Series, comprising' 

"TBB PikZirB OF PXiBASIBTG." 
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The Third Series, containing a highly interesting narrative, under the title of 

" PBJBTEN'BZON' ; 

OR, THE FALLACIES OF FEMALE EDUCATION." 

The Volumes may be purchased separately, each 
Beautifully illustrated, Price 7s. 6d., doth extra ; or 10s. 6d. elegantly bound in morocco. 

"The aim of the uTiter is evidently to instruct as well as amuse, by offering these 
admirable sketches as beacons to warn the young, especially of her own sex, against the 
errors which have shipwrecked the happiness of so many." — Gentleman's Magazine. 

" Sarah Stickney is an honour to her sex, and an ornament to literature, flow rich 
in experience — how subtle in thought — how deep in knowledge — what pictures of real 
life she can call up by the magic of her pen I We would place her volumes in an exqui- 
site small library, sacred to sabbath feelings and the heart's best moods, when love and 
charity and hope combine to throw over the mind that soft and tranquil g^ow only to be 
compared to the later glories of the day." — Spectator. 



THE DAGUEEEEOTYPE. 

HISTORY and PRACTICE of PHOTOGENIC DRAWING, on the true Principles of the 
DAGUERREOTYPE; with the New Method of DIORAMIC PAINTING. 

Secrets purchased by the French Government, and by their command published for the 

benefit of the Arts and Sciences. 

By the Inventor, L. J. M. DAGUERRE, 

Ofllicer of the Legion of Honour, and Member of various Academies. 

Translated, with Notes and an Introduction, by J. S. Memes, LL.D., Hon. Member 
of the Royal Scottish Academy of Fine Arts, &c. 

In small Svo., with Six Engravings, Price 2s. 6d. 

"As a recompense for giving the secret of this splendid discovery to the world, the 
French Government have awanied an annual pension to the Author of ten thousand 
francs !" 



SCENES IN THE HOP GAEDENS. 

In 1 Vol. small 8vo., neatly bound in cloth, with a Frontispiece and Vignette, Price 4s. 

" There is a tone of unaffected but deep piety throughout this little work ; the peculiar 
truths of the Gospel are kept in view, and reasons for adhering to the national worship of 
our land are forcibly laid down." — Church of England Magazine. 

" We strongly recommend the little volume before us to the attention of our readers, 
and would strenuously advise its adoption as a present to the young, and a reward book to 
the senior classes in Sunday and other schools."'-CHRiSTiAN Guardian. 
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GRESHAAf PRIZE ESSAYS. 
ESSAY^N THE 

LIFE AND INSTITUTIONS OF OFFA, KING OF MEECIA, 

A.D. 755—7M. 
By the Rut. HENRY MACKENZIE, MA. 

In 8vo., Price 3s. 6d. in doth, gilt leaves. 

''A yery scholarly composition, displaying much research and information respecting 
the Anglo-Saxon institutions.*' — Spectator. 

Prize Essay, 1840. 

THE OBLIGATIONS OF LITERATUEE 

TO THE 

MOTHEES OF ENGLAND. 

By CAROLINE A. HALSTED. 

In 1 Volume Post 8vo., Price 5s., neatly boond in cloth. 

** The object of the writer has been to show the services rendered by the mothers of 
England to religion and the state, and to science and learning generally ; and the examples 
adduced display considerable knowledge and research, and are always happily selected and 
placed in the most attractive point of view." — Britannia. 



THE LIFE OF MAEGAEET BEAUFOET, 

COUNTESS OF RICHMOND AND DERBY, 

AND MOTBER of KINO HENRY THE SEVENTH, 

Foundress of Christ's and of St. John's College, Oxford; 

Being the Historical Memoir for which the Honorary Premium was awarded by the 
Directors of the Gresham Commemoration, Crosby HaU. 

By CAROLINE A. HALSTED, Author of *< Investigation," to. 

In 1 Vol. Demy Svo., with a Portrait, Price 12s. 

<*This work cannot fail of success. The subject is deeply interesting, and has been 
hitherto ahnost unexplored. The style is chaste and correct, and it has high claims to 
popularity wide and permanent. On many topics the authoress has accumulated some 
valuable historical details from sources which have not hitherto been consulted, and has 
thus compiled a work which, if not entitled to rank amongst the ' curiosities of literature,' 
is at least one of the most interesting and instructive books of the season."— Atlas. 
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INVESTIGATION; 

OR, TRAVELS IN THE BOUDOIR. 

By CAROUNE A. HALSTED, Author of "The Life of Margaret Beaufort," &c. &c. 

Small Svo., with highly-finished Plates, 7s. in embossed doth. 

This is an elegantly-written and highly-instructive work for young people, in which a 
general knowledge of various interesting topics, connected with every-day life, is presented 
to the youthful mind in an attractive and amusing form. 
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A GUIDE TO THE RHINE, HOLLAND, &c. 

TEAVELS OF MINNA AND GODFBET IN MANY LANDS, 

From the Journals of the Author. 

THE RHINE, NASSAU, AND BADEN. 

With numerous Engravings, by Cook, &c., Price 7s. cloth boards. 

,^lsOy uniform with the above, 

TBAVELS THEOUGH HOLLAND. 

Beautifully illustrated from the old Butch Masters. 

^* These are truly delightful and usefol little books, abounding in information. They 
are written for the young; but many who have passed the age of manhood may read them 
with advantage, lliey ^so form exceDent Guide Books." — Metropolitan. 

"Very pretty sensible books. We should have no objection to travel through every 
country in Europe in the mental company of such an original observer, who, though 
meek enough to amuse little children, has talent sufficient to interest adults." 

Court Magazine. 

" Hardly less entertaining than Tieck's 'Fairy Tales,' or Miss Sedgwick's 'American 

Truths.'" — ^ATHENiBUM. 

THE PEOGBESS OF CEEATION, 

COKSlbERED WITH ROTERENCS TO THE 

PRESENT CONDITION OF THE EARTH. 

An interesting and useful work for young People. 

By MARY ROBERTS, Author of "Annals of My, Village," &c. &c 

In smaH Svo., beautifully illustrated, Price 7b. in fancy doth. 

"We have seldom met with a work, in which instruction and entertainment are more 
hapi^Oy blended."'~TiMB8. 

"This beautiful volume forms an instructive collection of striking facts, interspersed 
with amiable reflections." — Spectator. 






THE LAST OF THE PLANTAGENETS : 

Ab Historical Narrative, fllustrating some of the Public Events and Domestic and 
Ecdesiastjc^ Manners of the Fifteenth an^ Sixteenth Centuries. 

third Editioi, in 1 VoL fcp. 8vo., Pri(» 7s. 6d. doth boards* 

"This is a work that must msike Its way into a permiment place in our literature. The 
quaintiie9S. of its language, the touching simplidty of its descriptions and dialogues, uid 
the reverential spirit of love which brea&es though it, will insure it a welcome reception 
amongst all readers of refined taste and discemment."-^ATLAS. 
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STANFEELD'S COAST SCENERY; 



COMPRISING 

A SERIES OF 40 PICTURESQUE VIEWS IN THE BRITISH CHANNEL. 

From Original Drawings taken expressly for this publication, 

By CLARKSON STANFIELD, Esq., RA. 

This work is published in super-royal 8vo., containing beautifully-Gnished Line En- 
gravings, by the most eminent Artists, accompanied by highly interesting topographical 
descriptions, forming altogether one of the most splendid works of the kind which haft 
ever appeared, and may now be had, done up in appropriate and elegant morocco binding. 
Price 32s. 6d. 

*' It seems almost a sin against patriotism, as well as good taste, not to possess oneself 
of a work so peculiarly national, and so exceedingly beautiful." — Metropolitan. 

<< Amidst the unnumbered embellishments for the drawing-room table, or the portfolio, 
which are now brought within the reach of every one, the difficulty is to know what is 
the most worthy of our choice. As directors, though in humble sphere, of the public 
taste, we would wish, as opportunity offers, to point out those works of art which deserve 
peculiarly the public patronage. With this feeling we introduce the work now before us, 
assured that the admirers of coast scenery — and who is not?— will be gratified with these 
exquisite engravings of subjects taken from both sides of the British Channel." 

Hampshirb Independent. 



THE BIEON GALLEEY: 

A series of 36 Historical Embellishments to illustrate the Poetical Works of Lord Byron; 
beautifully engraved from Drawings and Paintings by the most celebrated Artists, and 
adapted by their size and excellence to bind up with and embellish every edition published 
in England of Lobd Byron's Works, and also the various sizes and editions published 
in France, Germany, and America ; ample directions being given for placing them in the 
respective editions. Elegantly bound in morocco, Price 1/. 15s., forming a splendid 
Ornament for the Drawing-Room Table. 

'< Adequately to describe the delicate beauty of these splendid plates does not appear to 
lie within the power of language. There is not an admirer of the woriu of the departed 
noble poet who can feel satisfied that he has a perfect edition of them, unless the * Byron 
Gallery ' be attached to it. There is no instance in which excellence in poetry and the 
arts are so admirably combined."— Imperial Magazine. 
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In a neat Portfolio, containing 5 Engravings, 15 inches by 10, with Descriptive Letterpress, 

IBedicatelr, is 9etmt00ion, to Ker /dateftlff. 

THE OBIENTAL POBTFOUO : 

Being a Series of Ulustrations of the Scenery, Antiquities, Architecture, Manners, Cos- 
tumes, dEc. of the East. From original Sketches in the collections of Lord William 
Bentinck, K.C.B., Captain R. M. Grindlay, Lady Wilmot Horton, Sir Henry WiUock, 
K.L.S., Thomas Bacon, Esq., James Baillie Fraser, Esq., and other travellers. The 
Literary department of the work under the superintendence of Horace H. Wilson, Esq., 
M.A. F.R.S. &c. &c. In Parts, Price 1/. Is. each. 

The object of this undertaking is to supply what has long been felt to be a desideratum ; 
namely. Graphic Illustrations of the Scenery, Antiquities, Architecture, Manners, Cos- 
tumes, &c. of the East, which, as the theatre of so many brilliant military achievements, 
and such extensive commercial enterprize, is daily increasing in interest with the 
British Public. 

The Drawings for the Work are made by the first Artists in the Kingdom, from the 
original sketches taken on the spot. 
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Now ready, in Imperial Quarto, splendidly bound in morocco. 

THE VESTIABIUM SCOTICUM, 

From an original MS. formerly belonging to John Leslbt, Bishop of Ross, collated with 
another in the Library of the Convent of St. Augustine, at Cadiz ; containing a descrip- 
tion of the Tartans of the Highland Clans and feudal families of Scotland, in the Fifteenth 
century. With a dissertation upon the Origin and Use of Tartan. 

By JOHN SOBI£SKI STUART. 

The work is illustrated by Seventy-five beautiful Plates of Tartans, executed upon hot- 
pressed Drawing-paper by an ingenious and elaborate process, for the first time applied to 
such a purpose, expressly for this work, and which, to the accuracy of Copper-plate 
Engraving, adds the detail of colours equal to that of silk woven in the loom. 

The Work has been splendidly got up, at a great expense ; and there are not quite 

50 Copies : of which only 45 are for Sale, bound in Morocco, richly 

impressed and ^It, price Ten Guineas each. 

Published by W. Tait, Edinburgh. 
London Agents — Smith, Elder & Co. 
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A VALUABLE AND INSTRUCTIVE PRESENT FOR THE YOUNG. 

THE PAEENT'S CABINET OF AMUSEMENT AND 

INSTRUCTION. 

In 6 neatly bound ¥ols.. Price Ss. 6d. each. 

Each volume of this useful and instructive little work comprises a variety of information 
on different subjects — Natural History, Biography, Travels, &c. ; Tales, original and 
selected ; and animated Conversations on the objects that daily surround young people. 

The various tales and subjects are illustrated with Woodcuts. Each volume is complete 
in itself, and may be purchased separately. 

"Every parent at all interested in his children must have felt the difficulty of providii^ 
suitalrfe reading for them in their hours of amusement. This little work presents tiiese 
advantages in a considerable degree, as it contains just that description of reading winch 
will be beneficial to young children."— Quarterly Journal of Education. 

By the same Author, 

LITTLE STOEIES FROM THE PARLOUR PRINTING-PRESS. 

Royal 18mo., Price 2s. 6d. neatly bound in cloth. 

"A very nice little book for children. The author has evidently been familiar with 
children, and brought himself to understand their feelings. No child's book Uiat we have 
ever seen has been so admirably levelled at their capacities as this admirably written little 
book." — ^Weekly Chronicle. 



THE JUVENILE MISCELLANY OF AMUSEMENT ANB 

INSTRUCTION. 

Illustrated by numerous Plates and Wood Cuts. 
Foolscap 8vo., Price 6s. cloth. 
" Filled with amusement and instruction as its title indicates." — Court Journal. 
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THE ONLY COMPLETE AND UNIFORM EDITION OF THE WORKS OF 

SIR HUMPHRY DAVY. 

THE LIFE AND COLLECTED 

WOEKS OF SIE HUMPHET DAVY, BAET. 

FOREIGN ASSOCIATE OF TUB IKSTITUTB OF FBANCE, &C. 

Edited by his Brother, JOHN DAVY, M.D. F.R.S. 
Now complete, in 9 Vols, post 8vo., Price 10s. 6d. each, in doth binding. 

CTontente of tl^e Volurxmi—^olti eeparatels. 

VOL. I. 

THE LIFE OF SIR H. DAVY, WITH A PORTRAIT. 

<<This biography is admirably written — correct details, full of instruction, and amusing 
throogbeut.*' — ^London Rbyiew. 

VOL. II. 

THE WHOLE OF Sir H. DAVY'S EARLY MISCELLANEOUS PAPERS, 

From 1799 to 1805 ; 

WITH AN INTRODUCTORY LECTURE, AND OUTLINES OF LECTURES ON 

CHEMISTRY DELIVERED IN 1802 AND 1804. 

vol. III. 

RESEARCHES ON NITROUS OXIDE, 
AND THE COMBINATION OP OXYGEN AND AZOTE; AND ON THE RESPI- 
RATION 6F NITROUS OXIDE AND 0TH£R GASES. 

VOL, IV, 

ELEMENTS OF CHEMICAL PHILOSOPHY. 

WITH TWSLTE PLATS8 OF CHEMICAL APPARATUS. 
VOLS. V. AND VI, 

BAKERIAN LECTtJRES, 

AND OTHER PAPERS IN PHILOSOPHICAL TRANSACTIONS, AND JOURNAL 

OP THE ROYAL INSTITUTION. With humkrous Engratissgs. 

VOLS, VII. AND VIII. 

ELEMENTS OF AGRICULTURAL CHEMISTRY. 

DISCOURSES DELIVERED BEFORE THE ROYAL SOCIETY, MISCELLANEOUS 

LECTURES, AND EXTRACTS FROM LECTURES. With many Plates. 

VOL IX. 

SALMONIA, AND CONSOLATION IN TRAVEL. 

*^* This new and uniform edition of the WrRings of Sir Humphry Davy embraces the 
whole of his Works, during the space of thirty years (1799 to 1829), a period memo- 
rable in the HistoryoCCheBHistryyand made so, in no small degree, by bis own Discoveries. 
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BESEABCHES, PHYSIOLOGICAL AND ANATOMICAL. 

By JOHN DAVY, M.D. F.R.S. &c. 

Illustrated by numerous Engravings. 

The principal subjects treated of are Animal Electricity; — Animal Heat; — the Tem- 
perature of different Animals; — Pneumothorax in connexion with the AbsorpUoa of 
Gases by Serous and Mucous Membranes;— the Properties of the Blood in Health and 
Disease ; — the Properties of different Animal Textures; — the Putrefactive Process; — ^the 
Preservation of Anatomical Preparations ; — the Effects of the Poison of certain Serpents; 
—the Structure of the Heart of Batrachian Animals, &c. &c. 

In 2 Vols. Svo., Price 30s. bound in doth. 

"The subjects treated by the author are extremely numerous and interesting; several 
new facts in the physiology of animals are brought forward, and some curious and in- 
itruetive experiments are explained and iUustrated with remarkable felicity." 

Monthly Chrohiclb. 

<' This work is written with a clearness and simplicity which renders its scientific 
detaUs readily comprehensible.'*— Hbrald. 



THE FIRST VOLUME OF THE 

TBANSACTIONS OF THE METEOBOLOGICAL SOCIETY 

OF LONDON. 

Illustrated by a Synoptical Chart and numerous Diagrams. 

Royal 8vo., Price S/.-2s. 

The first paper in the volume, entitled 
DIRECTIONS FOR MAKING METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS ON LAND 

OR AT SEA, 

By R. G. WOODS, Esq. 
May be purchased separately, Price 2s. fid. 

WITH THE APPROVAL OF THE LORDS COMMISSIONERS OF HER 

MAJESTY'S TREASURY. 

GEOLOGICAL OBSEBVATIONS 

MADE DURING THE VOYAGE OF HER MAJESTY'S SHIP BEAGLB, 

Under the Command of Captain FitzRoy, R.N. 

Part I.— (Just Published) ON CORAL FORMATIONS. 

By CHARLES DARWIN, M.A., F.R.S., Sec. G.S., &c. 

In 1 Vol. 8vo., niuslrated with Plates and Wood-cuts, Price 15s. bound in doth. 

(Preparing for Publication.) 

Part IL—ON THE VOLCANIC ISLANDS OF THE ATLANTIC AND 

PACIFIC OCEANS, 

(Together with a brief Notice of the Geology of the Cape of Good Hope and of part of 

Australia.) 

Part III.— ON THE GEOLOGY OF SOUTH AMERICA. 
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NOW PUBLISHING, UNDER THE AUTHORITY OP GOVERNMENT. 

1. 

In Royal 4to. Parts, Price 10s. and 12s. each, containing on an average Ten beautifully 

Coloured Engravings, with descriptive Letterpress, 

ILLUSTRATIONS OF 

THE ZOOLOGY OF SOUTH AFEICA: 

Comprising Figures of all the new species of Quadrupeds, Birds, Reptiles, and Fishes, 
obtained during the Expedition fitted out by ** The Cape of Good Hope i^ciation for 
exploring Central Africa," in the years 1834, 1835, and 1836, with Letterpress Descrip- 
tions, and a Summary of African Zoology. 

By ANDREW SMITH, M.D., Surgeon to the-Forces, and Director of the Expedition. 

*^* The whole of the Plates are engraved in the highest style of Art, from the Original 
Drawings taken expressly for this worl(, and beautifully coloured after Nature. 

16 Parts are now published. 

2. 

Uniform with the above. 

THE ZOOLOGY OF THE VOYAGE OF H. M.S. BEAGLE, 

UNDER THE COMMAND OF CAPTAIN FITZROY, R.N. 

DURING THE YR/IRS 1832 to 1830. 

Edited and superintended by CHARLES DARWIN, Esq., M JL F.R.S. Sec. 6.S. 

Naturalist to the Expedition. 

Comprising highly-finished representations of the most novel and interesting objects in 
Natural History, collected during the voyage of the Beagle, with descriptive Letterpress, 
and a general Sketch of the Zoology of the Southern Part of South America. 

Figures are given of many species of animals hitherto unknown or but imperfectly 
descnbed, together with an account of their habits, ranges, and places of habitation. 

The collections were chiefly made in the provinces bordering on the Rio Rata, in 
Patagonia, the Falkland Islands, Tierra del Fuego, Chili, and the Galapagos Archipelago 
in the Pacific 

18 Parts are now published, and another Part will complete the Work. 



* * 



^ In order to secure to science the full advantage of Discoveries in Natural 
History, the Lords Commissioners of Her Mqjesttfs Treasury have been pleased to 
make a liberal grant of money towards defraying pairt of the expenses of these two 
important pubHcations, They have, in consequence, been undertaken on a scale 
worthy of the high patronage thus received, arid are offered to the public at a much 
lower price than would otherwise have been possible. 



THE TRANSACTIONS AND PROCEEDINGS OF 

THE LONDON ELECTBICAL SOCIETY, 

From 1837 to 1840. 
Royal 4to., with Engravings, Price 1/. 58. 



AN ACCOUNT OP 

THE SETTLEMENTS OF THE NEW ZEALAND COMPANY, 

From Personal Observations daring a residence there. 

By the Hon. HENRY WILLIAM PETKE. 

** This is a valuable contribution to our sources of information respecting New Zealand, 
and the best proof of the Author's very fovourable opinion of the country, is his making 
immediate arrangements to return there as a Colonist." 

In Demy 8vo., with a Map and Plates. Fifth Edition. Price 3s. doth. 

NEW ZEALAND, SOUTH AUSTBALIA, AND NEW SOUTH 

WALES: 

A Record of recent Travels in these Colonies, with especial reference to Emigration, and 

the advantageous employment of Lai)our and Capital. 

By R. G. JAMESON, Es<|. 

<'Mr. Jameson is an intelligent and unprejudiced observer, and has made good use <ii 
his faculties."— Spectator. 

Post 8vo., PHce 8s. cloth, with Maps and Plates. 



THE HISTOBY OF THE EEPUBLIC OF TEXAS, 

From the Discovery of the country up to the present Time ; with a description of the 
Soil, Ch'mate, General Resources, &c., and a New Map. 

By N. DORAN MAILLARD, Esq. 

Demy Sro., Price i5s. cloth. 

**A picture of Texas and tha Texans, no doubt a faithful one. There is imich tM^ in 
Uii» voltmie, which we sboakk reeommend to the caoreful peru^ of Lord Aberdeen." 

New Monthlt Ma«azuui. 



A HISTORY OP THE 

BUSSIAN CAMPAIGN OF 1814 IN FEANCE. 

Translated from the Original of A. Mikhailofsk-Danilefskt, Aide-de-Camp and 

Private Secretary of the late Emperor Alexander. 

Illustrated by Plans of the Operations of the Army, and of the Seat of War. 

In 1 Vol. 8vo., Price lis. cloth. 

"A work of this description, which contributes new data for the Military History of the 
age, cannot fail of proving acceptable to the public. It is written by a well-known 
Russian General ; and the &tailsy we feel sure, are as correct as they are interesting." 

United Seryice Gazette. 

<< Although the military operatjims of the iitfvasion of France have been before nar- 
rated by numerous eye-witnesses, still there is much new and interesting matter in the 
present history." — Natal ahd Militart Gaibttk. 
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CHINA OPENED; 

Or, a Display of the Topography, Histony, Customs, Manners, Arts, Manufactures, Com- 
merce, Literature, Religion, Jurisprudence, &c. of the Chinese Empire. 

By the Rev. CHARLES GUTZLAFF. Revised by the Rev. Andrbw Rsed, D.D. 

In 2 Vols., Post 8vo., with a New Map of the Chinese Empire, Price 1/. is. cloth boards. 

** We obtain from these volumes more information of a practical kind than from any 
other publication ; a closer view of the Domestic life of the Chinese — of the public 
institutions — the manufactures — natural resources — and literature. The work in fact is 
full of information, gathered with diligence, and fairly leaves the English reader wtthowl 
any excuse for ignorance on the subject." — Atlas. 

"This is by far the most interesting, complete, and valuable account of tbe^ Chinese 
Empire that has yet been published.">-SuN. 

Also by the same Author, 
A HISTORY OF 

THE CfflNESE EMPIEE,, ANCIENT AND MODEEN. 

Comprising a Retrospect of the Foreign Intercourse and Trade with China. 

Illustrated by a New and Corrected Map of the Empire. 

In 2 Vols., demy 8vo. bds., Price 28s. 

" We cordially recommend this exceedingly interesting account of this very interesting 
country." — London Review. 

" Mr. GuizlafT has evidently combined industry with talent in preducing this work, 
which far exceeds in information, research^ and apparent veracity, any thing we have 
before seen concerning this curious and singular nation." — London News. 



A HISTOET OF UPPEE MD LOWEB CALIFQENIA, 

From their first Discovery to the Present Time ; comprising an Account of the Climat^ 
Soil, Natural Productions, Agriculture, Commerce, &c. ; a fuU View of the Missionary 
Establishments, and condition of the Free and Domesticated Indians. 

By ALEXANDER FORBES, Esq. 

With an Appendix relating to Steam Navigation -in the Pacific. 

In 1 Volume, demy 8vo., with a New Map by Arrowsmith, Plans of the Harbour, and 

numerous Engravings, Price 14s. 

" This is a very interesting and important work, and will make the public well ac- 
quainted with an extensive country known to Europe nearly three hundred years, yet its 
history, till the appearance of this volume, has been nearly a blank." — Sunday Times. 



A NAERATIVJB OF 

TWO EXPEDITIONS INTO THE INTEEIOB OF AUSTEALIA, 

Undertaken by Captain CHARLES STURT, of the 39th Regiment, by order of the 

Colonial Government to ascertain the Nature of the Country to the West and 

North-west of the Colony of New South Wates. 

Second Edition, 2 Volumes Svo., Price 2Ss. iflustrated with a large Map of AwtMlia, by 
Arrowsmith ; Charts, Fossils, Landscapes, and beautifidly coloured Plalw of Biiids^ &c« 

" We heartily recommend these volumes to public notice. They are full of interest^ 
well and modestly written, carefully illustrated, and, on the Whole, make us better ae* 
quainted with the interior of Australia and its native tribes, than any other work we have 
met with." — ATHENiEUM, 
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COMPANION TO SOUTHEY'8 LIFE OF NELSON. 

THE LIFE OF ADMIBAL VISCOUNT EXMOUTH; 

Drawn uqp fix>iD Official and other authentic Documents supplied by bis Family and Friends. 

By EDWARD OSLER, Esq. 

New Edition, fcp. 8vo., Price 6s. cloth, with a Portrait and five other Plates. 

** Here is a valuable addition to our naval biography; a book not to be read by English- 
men without pride of heart. The name of Exmouth occupies an honourable place beside 
those of Nelson and Collingwood ; his services were hardly less numerous or brilliant than 
theirs." — ^Athbnjbum. 

"This is a valuable memoir of an officer whom his country will ever acknowledge as 
one of its most brilliant heroes. We have had to notice many valuable historical memoirs, 
but on no occasion have we had more pleasure than in the examination of the one before 
us." — Natal and Military Gazbttb. 



MES. POSTANS' CUTCH; 

RANDOM SKETCHES, 

Taken during a Residence in one of the Northern Provinces of Western India; 

interspersed with Legends and Traditions. 

By Mrs. POSTANS. 

In 1 Vol. Svo., with numerous coloured Engravings and Woodcuts, Price lis. cloth boards. 

**A more instructive or entertaining volume than this it has not been our fortune to 
meet with for a long time." — ^Athbnacm. 



JOURNAL OF AN 

EXPEDITION FROM SINGAPORE TO JAPAN; 

With a Visit to Loo-Choo; descriptive of these Islands and their Inhabitants; in an 
attempt, with the aid of Natives educated in England, to create an opening for Missionary 
Labours in Japan. 

By P. PARKER, M.D., Medical Missionary fix>m the American Missionary Board. 

Revised by the Rev. Andrbw Rbbd, D.D. 

In 1 YoL fcp. 8vo., Price 2s. 6d. neatly bound in doth. 



THE BENGAL AND AGBA GUIDE AND GAZETTEEB; 

Containing a Geographical and Statistical Account of India, Regulations of the Indian 
Government, History, the Indian Calendar, complete Army and Civil Official List ; the 
whole comprising a dassified body of information concerning India of an extent and 
variety hitherto unattempted. 

In Two large 8vo. Volumes, Price 2/. doth. 



'ffmi&®^®®l!.@£i^ W®lEISiS. 



THE EELIGIOUS HISTOBT OF MAN, 

In which Religion and Superstition are traced from their source. 

By D. MORISON. 
The Second Edition, enlarged. Foolscap 8vo., Price 6s. cloth. 

How much the contents bf this volume call for the careful investigation of every one 
in search of Truth, will appear from the following opinions selected from many. 

"The intention of this book is not less admirable than the manner in which it is 
written. It is most instructive, and the tone of its centMits is in the highest degree pious, 
without the least tinge of puritanism. The information it gives on the most difficult points 
of biblical reading render it a valuable book to all who desire true knowledge." — Age. 

" Curious, industrious, and learned, and well worthy the attention of the public." 

LiTBRART Gazette. 

^* The plan of this book was both extensive and important — embracing an inquiry into 
the nature of Revelation, and its influence pn the opinions and customs of mankind ;" 
BUT ** the writer uses Scripture as an interpreter," and '* sticks to the literal text of the 
six days." — Spectator. 

THE BECTOET OF VALEHEAD. 

By the Rev. R. W. EVANS, M.A. 

Twelfth Edition, enlarged, with an illustrative Plate, Price 6s. neaUy bound in doth ; 

or 9s. elegantly bound in morocco. 

" Universally and cordially do we recommend this delightful volume. We believe no 
person could read this work and not be the better for its pious and touching lessons. It 
is a page taken from the book of life, and eloquent with all the instruction of an excellent 
pattern : it is a commentary on the afliectionate warning, < Remember thy Creator in the 
days of thy youth.' We have not for some time seen a work we could so deservedly 
praise, or so conscientiously recommend." — ^Literary Gazette. 
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PULPIT RECOLLECTIONS. 

Miscellaneous Sermons preached in the Parish Church of Stoke-upon-Trent, Staffordshire, 

By the Rev. Sir WILLIAM DUNBAR, Bart., S.C.L. 

Late Curate of the above Parish. 

Demy 8vo., Price 7s. cloth. 

<< Written in an easy, flowing style; and have an air of affectionate sincerity, which 
irresistibly wins attention." — ^ATHENiBVH. 

" The writer shows us what are the credentials of a ChriBttan MiniM^, by such zealous 
and single-minded efforts as these, to save souls from death, far more convindn^y than 
he would have done by the most elaborate efforts to demonstrate an apostolical succession. 
The sermons are practical as well as experimental in their tendencies, and extremely 
edifying. — ^Watchman. 

SCBIPTUEAL STUDIES: 

COMFRISINO 

THB CREATION — ^THE CHRISTIAN SCHEME-^TBE INNER BEN8E. 

By the Rev. WILLIAM HILL TUCKER, M.A., Fdlow of Jting's College, Cambridge. 

In 1 thick Vol., Demy 8vo., Price 10s. 6d. neatiy bound in cloth. 

"Hiis is not a woric for ordinary readers. The author thinks for himself; and so writes 
that his readers must think too, or they will not be able to understand him. — To the 
] sacred volume, as a revelation from God, he pays uniform and entire deference — and the 
thoughtful and prayerful reader will soon find that he has not the thinkings of a common* 
place mind before him." — Methodist Magazine. 
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THE FAMTT.Y SMCTUAEY: 

A FORM OP DOMESTIC DEVOTION FOR EVERY 8ABBA.TH IN THE TEA.R ; 

CONTAINING 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY; A PORTION OF SCRIPTUBE; 

AN ORIGINAL PRAYER AND SERMON ; AND THE BENEDICTION. 

In 1 thick Vol^ Demy 8vo^ Price ISs. doth^eilra. 

<'A very pious prodacUon, and weU calculated for reading in religions families." 

Literary Gazette. 
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CHTJECH AND KIM. 

In 1 Vol. Royal Svo., Price is. doth boards. 

coMPRisiira 

I. THE CHURCH AND DISSENT, CONSIDERED IN THEIR PRACTICAL INFLU- 

ENCE, shewing the Connexion of Constitational Monarchy with the Church ; and 
the Identity of the Voluntary Principle with Democracy. 

II. THE CHURCH ESTABLISHED ON THE BIBLE; or, the Doctrines and Discipline 

of the Church shewn in the Order and Connexion of the Yearly Ser>'ices appointed 
from the Scriptures. 

ni. THE CATECHISM EXPLAINED AND ILLUSTRATED. In Connexion with these 
appointed Services. 

IV. PSALMS AND HYMNS ON THE SERVICES AND RITES OF THE CHURCH. 

By EDWARD OSLER, 

Formerly one of the Surgeons to the Swansea Infirmary. 



THE CHUECH AND DISSENT, 

Considered in their practical influence on Individuals, Society, the Nation, and Religi<m. 

By EDWARD OSLER^ Author of "The Life of Lord Exmouth," &c &c 

Foolscap 8vo., Price 68. 

'< This sensible, judicions, and well-prindpled book, deserves the attention of all Chorch- 
men, and the author their best thanks." — ^British Magazine. 

<*This publication abounds with advice which will well repay the attentive consideration 
of those to whom it is addressed.'* — Times. 



THE LIFE AND TBAVELS OF THE APOSTLE PAUL; 

Combining, with his eventful History, a Description of the past and present State of the 
various Cities and Countries visited by him in the course of his ministry, and of the 
Manners and Customs of the People to whom he preached. Illustrated by a Map. 

"This is one of the most interesting works we ever read." — ^Edinburgh Jourhau 

'* This is an extremely interesting and instructive volume — one most likely to engage 
the youthful mind, and to be read with equal pleasure and profit. We can safely say, 
that a book of this description, more deserving of a wide popularity, has not lately been 
produced ; and we heartily wish it every success." — Literary Gazette. 
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PLAIN TRACTS FOR CRITICAL TIMES. 
Nos. 1 to 5, 4d each ; No. 6, 9d. 

PLAIN TEACTS FOB CETTICAL TIMES ; 

Intended to illustrate generally the true Doctrine of Scripture, the Christian Fathers, and 
the Established Church on the most important subject of Baptism and Regeneration, &c, 
with an especial reference to the Oxford Tracts. 

By A UNION OF CLERGYMEN. 

" The style of the writer is singularly quiet, unostentatious, lucid, and firm ; while he 
exhibits a full knowledge of the subject, and a deep and comprehensive acquaintance with 
the Scriptures. We recommend our readers instantly to purchase the Tracts for perusal 
and distribution." — Recobd. 






BOOKS FOB THE USE OF THE BLIND, 

Printed with a very distinct Raised Roman Letter, adapted to their touch, 

THE BIBLE, 15 vols 8 

Any Volume separately : — 
s. d. 

Vol. 9, Job, Ezra, agnd Nehemiah . . 9 

— 10, Psalms 13 

— 11, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song 

of Solomon, and Esther . . 8 6 

— 12, Isaiah 10 6 

— 13, Jeremiah and Lamentations .110 

— 14, Ezekiel 10 

— 15, Daniel, to the end 11 



Vol. 1, Genesis 10 

— 2, Exodus and Leviticus .... 13 

— 3, Numbers 9 

— 4, Deuteronomy 7 6 

— - 5, Joshua, Judges, and Ruth 10 

— 6, Samuel 11 

— 7, Kings 11 

— 8, Chronicles 110 



THE FOUR GOSPELS — Matthew and Luke, 58. 6d. each; John 4s. 6d.; 
separately. 

THE CHURCH of ENGLAND CATECHISM 

CHURCH of SCOTLAND SHORTER CATECHISM 

SELECTIONS from EMINENT AUTHORS 

SELECTIONS of SACRED POETRY, with Tunes 

ARITHMETICAL BOARDS 

MAP of ENGLAND and WALES 

RUTH and JAMES 

REPORT and STATEMENT of EDUCATION 

SPECIMENS of PRINTING TYPE 

FIRST BOOK of LESSONS 

SECOND BOOK of LESSONS 

A SELECTION of -ffiSOP'S FABLES, with Woodcuts 

LESSONS on RELIGION and PRAYER 

LESSONS on NATURAL RELIGION 

THE ACTS of the APOSTLES 

THE EPISTLES to the EPHESUNS and GALATUNS 

THE NEW TESTAMENT, complete, 4 vols, bound 

THE PSALMS and PARAPHRASES, 2 vols 

THE MORNING and EVENING SERVICES 

THE HISTORY of the BIBLE 

MUSICAL CATECHISM, with Tunes 

ENGUSH GRAMMAR 

TOD'S LECTURES, vol 1 and 2, each 

DESCRIPTION of LONDON by CHAMBERS 



Mark 4s. 

10 

2 6 

16 

2 

10 6 

2 

2 6 

2 

2 6 
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The Blind may now be taught to read at School, or even by their own friends at home. 
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THE LIFE-BOOK OF A LABOUBEB. 

B7 a WORKING CLERGTMAN. 

C0NTBHT8 : — ^Tbe King's Heart — ^Links of the Past — Newnham Paddex and Mr. Blunt — 
The Graireof Byron — The late Lady Howe — A Fastidious Parish — Bishops and their 
Relatives — ^Lofd Yisooont Brome — M . J. J. — Land's Church Yard — ^The Rough Qergyman 
—The Tennis Ball of Fortone— The Dying Request of the Infidel's Daughter— The Qergy- 
man Alchemist — What say yon to a Ghost Story? — Lady Huntingdon's resting Race — 
Amsby and Robert Hall — The Deserted Prophetess — The Grown Prince — Rdigion and 
Insanity — ^Dr. Hawker and Mrs. Jordan, &c. &c. 

In i YoL small Svo, Price 78. doth boards. 

** It is the pious offering of one who may be deemed a proper follower in Uie footsteps 
of that good man, Legfa Uchmond." — ^Abgus. 

''This volume reminds us forcibly of that most deliglitfol of all biograi^ies^ 'The 
Doctor,' to which mdeed it is Utde if at all inferior."— Beitannia. 
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SIX MOITTHS OF 

A NEWFOimDLAND MISSIONABrS JOUBNAL 

By the Yenerdde Archdeacon WDL 

Second Edition, in 1 YoL ISmo., Price is. 6d. doUi. 

''This is one of the most interesting and affecting volumes we have ever read." 

Cheistiar Rbmbiibrancbr. 
" We most eamestiy recommend this Journal to general notice ; it is full of interest." 

Bbitisb Magazinb. 



SOCIAL EVILS AND THEIB BEMEDT: 

A SERIES OF NARRATIVES. 
By ttie Rev. C. B. TAYLER, MJL 

The First Number, entiUed "THE MECHANIC," was pronounced to be "One of tiie 
most useful and interesthig publications that had issued from the press.' 
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The following are the Contents of the different Numbers, Price U, W. each. 



n. THE LADY AND THE LADTS MAID. 
lU. THE PASTOR OF DRONFELLS. 
lY. THE LABOURER AND HIS WIFE. 
Y. THE COUNTRY TOWN. 



YI. UYE AND LET LIYE; OR, THE 

lUNCHESTER WEAYERS. 
YII. THE SOLDIER. 
Yin. THE LEASIDE FARM. 



Every two oonsecotive Numbers form a Ydume, which may be procured, neatly bound. 

Price 4s. each. 

"The design of Mr. Tayler is praiseworthy ; his t^Ject being to counteract, by a series 
of tales illustrative of the power and necessity of religion hi the daily and hourly concerns 
of life, 'the confusion of error with truth in Miss Martinbau's Entbbtaihiiig 
Stoeibs.' " — Chbistiah Rbmbmbrancbb. 



Hffilorts tfi tie Keb. Cliarles ^. Casler» 101.21. 

Author op ** May tou Like it," &c. &c. 

1. 

BECOBDS OF A GOOD MAN'S LIFE. 

Seventh Edition, in 1 Yolume small 8vo., Price 7s. neatly bound in cloth. 

"We most earnestly recommend this work to the perusal of all those who desire 
instruction blended with amusement. A spirit of true piety breathes through every page ; 
and whilst the innocent recreation of the reader is amply consulted, bis motives to virtue 
and morality receive an additional stimulus." — Monthly Revibw. 

By the same Author, 

2. 

MONTAGUE; OB, IS THIS BELIGION? 

A PAGE FROM THE BOOK OF THE WORLD. 

New Edition, in Foolscap 8vo., Illustrated, Price 6s. doth, and 9s. morocco extra. 

'*To christian parents we recommend the work, as admirably adapted to remind them 
of their important duties, and their awful responsibility ; and to our young readers, as 
afTordmg them much excellent advice and example, and displaying in the most lively 
colours the high rewards of filial obedience." — Christian Monitor. 

3. 

A FIBESIDE BOOK: 

OR, THE ACCOUNT OF A CHRISTMAS SPENT AT OLD COURT. 

Second Edition, fcp. 8vo., Price 68. doth, and 9s. moroooo extra. 

"This little volume is a row of pearls strung upon a thread of gold. It has an elegant 
simplicity pervading it which is vco^ pleasuig, and a sterling value in its pure ChriirtiaB 
morality, that gives it a sUU higher claim to praise.*'— Gentleman's Magazine. 

4. 

A VOLUME OF SEBMONS, 

ON THE DOCTRINES AND DUTIES OF CHRISTIANITY. 

Second Edition, Demy 12mo., Price 5s. boards. 

<<Wen meriting a high rank among the pious labours of the ministry, is this simple 
but admirable volume ; directed to instruct and improve even Uie most ignorant ; while it 
reflects lustre on the Christian motives of its amiable author, it at the same time does 
honour to his talents.** — Literary Gazette. 

5, 

LEGENDS AND BECOBDS, CHIEFLY. fflSTOBICAL. 

Contents:— -—Lucy—- Lorenzo; or, a Vision of Conscience — The Lady Lisle — Ful- 
gentius and Meta — ^Anne of Cleves; or, Katharine Howard — George the Third — ^The Lady 
RusseU— Guyon of Marseilles — ^The Earl of Straflbrd — ^Donna Franoesca— Joan of Kent — 
The Lady Anne Can* — ^The Son and Heir — Leonora. 

In post 8vo., beautifully Illustrated, Price 10s. 6d. elegantly bound. 

6. 

THE CHILD OF THE CHUBCH OF ENGLAND. 

Price 2s. neatly half-bound. 

** These are truly Christian Parents' Books, and happy would it be for the rising gene- 
ration if their instructors and tutors would put these admirable works of Mr. Tayler into 
the hands of the young, while their tender minds are yet open to receive the good im- 
pressions which they are so calculated to convey."— Csristiah Monitor. 
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. THE ENGLISH MASTEB ; 

OR. STUDENT'S GUIDE TO REASONING AND COMPOSITION : 

Exhibiting an Analytical View of the English Language, of the Human Mind, and of the 

Principles of fine Writing. 

By WILLIAM BANKS, Private Teacher of Composition, Intellectual Philosophy, &c. 
Second Edition, post 8vo., Price 10s. Gd. boards^ 

'* We have examined with care and pleasure this valuable treatise of Mr. Banks, and 
strenuously recommend the volume as one of all others most (it to put into the hands of 
every Eng^h student." — ^Wkbklt Review. 

A SYSTEM OF AEITHMETIC, 

With the Principles of Logarithms. Compiled for Merchant Taylors' School. 

By RICHARD FREDERICK CLARKE, Teacher. 

Second Edition, demy 12mo., Price 3s. bound. 

** The great object attained in this excellent work is a most judicious abridgment of the 
labour of teaching and learning every branch of Arithmetic, by rendering the Rules and 
Explanations so very simple and intelligible, that the study becomes a pleasure^ instead of 
a task, to the youthful pupil.*' 






THE GEAMMAEIAN; 

OR, THE ENGLISH WRITER AND SPEAKER'S ASSISTANT: 

COMPRISING 
8BAXA AXn> "WZXiZi 

Made easy (o Foreigners, with instances of their Misuse on the part of the Natives of England. 

ALSO 
8COTTZCZSMS, 

Designed to correct Improprieties of Speech and Writing. 

By JAMES BEATTIE, LL.D. 
24mo. 2s. cloth boards. 

A NEW 

SPELLING-BOOK OF THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE ; 

CONTAINING 

All the Monosyllables ; a copious selection of Polysyllables, carefully arranged and accented ; 
Progressive Lessons, chiefly from the Holy Scripture ; a list of words of various Meanings ; 
a short Bible Catechism ; Questions on Scripture History ; and School Prayers. 

By J. S. MOORE, Master of the Brewers' Company's School. 

12mo., Price Is. 6d. bound. 
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A BOOK FOR THE COUNTING-HOUSE AND PRIVATE DESK. 
Recently published in demy 12mo., Price 5s. bound in cloth. 

AEn'HMETIC UNYEILED: 

Being a Series of Tables and Rules, whereby most of the calculations in business may 
be either mentally performed, or so abridged as to save half the time usually employed. 
To which are annexed a Multiplication Table extended to SOO times 200, and Tables of 
Interest on an improved plan. The whole adapted to the use of the first merchant and 
most bumble trader. 

By JAMES McDOWALL» Accountant. 



©lESSlS^'aF^Sa IFWIBIIIdn^^irS®^?^, 



1. 

THE HINDOOSTANEE INTEEPEETEE: 

Containing the Rudiments of Hindoostanee Grammar ; an extensive Vocabulary, English 
and Hindoostanee ; and a useful Collection of Dialogues. 

1 Vol. 8vo., Price 8s. boards. 
2. 

THE HINDOOSTANEE JEST BOOK: 

Containing a choice collection of Humorous Stories in Arabic and Roman Characters ; to 
which is added a Hindoostanee Poem, by Meer Moohumm ud Tugee. 

Second Edition, 8vo., Price 10s. 6d. 
3. 

THE PEESIAN MOONSHEE: 

Containing a copious Grammar, and a series of entertaining Stories; also the Pund- 
NAM u of Shykh-Sadee, being a compendium of Ethics, in verse, by that celebrated poet ; 
to which is added, forms of Addresses, Petitions, Citations, Bonds, &c. The whole in the 
Arabic and Roman Characters ; together with an English Tbanslation. 

Second Edition, revised, corrected, and translated into the Roman Character. 

Vol. I., Price 12s. 

4. 

A DICTIONARY, HINDOOSTANEE AND ENGLISH. 

Abridged from the Quarto Edition of Major Joseph Taylor, as edited by the late 

W. Hunter, M.D. ; with the Appendix. 

Complete in 1 thick 8vo. Vol., Price 3/. 3s. boards. 

By WILLIAM CARMICHAEL SMYTH, Esq. 

Late of the Hon. E. I. Company's Bengal Civil Service. 

THE INDIAN EEVENUE SYSTEM AS IT IS, 

A Letter addressed to the President, Vice-President, and Members of the Manchester 

Chamber of Commerce and Manufactures. 

By HARVEY TUCKETT, Esq. 

With a Map and Statistical Tables. 8vo., Price 7s. 6d. cloth boards. 

*'A very complete exhibition of the fiscal system of British India, drawn up from 
authentic materials with masterly skill, and containing a variety of elucidatory commen- 
taries of obvious practical importance." — Atlas. 



THE MANNEES AND CUSTOMS OF SOCIETY IN INDIA ; 

Including Scenes at the Mofussil Stations, interspersed with Characteristic Tales and 

Anecdotes: to which is added 

A GUIDE TO CADETS 

And other Young Gentlemen, during their first Years' Residence in India. 

By Mrs. Major CLEMONS. 

In 1 Vol., Post 8vo., Price 9s. cloth lettered, 

''We need not recommend this book; the space we have given to it is an ample proof 
of the pleasure we have enjoyed in its perusal. We earnestly advise every person inter- 
ested in India to read it." — Atlas. 
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KONEAD VALLENEOD, 

An Historical Tale, from the Prussian and Lithuanian Annals ; 

Translated from the Polish of Adam Mickibihcz, 

By H. CATTLEY, Esq. 

In 1 Volume Demy 8vo., Price 7s. ; with DIustrations, handsomely bound. 

** Breathes the noble spirit of the original so freely and so forcibly, that it is almost as 
Iresh and true in one language as in the other." — ^Atlas. 

THE VOW OF THE GILEADITE, 

A Lyric Narrative. 

By WnXUtf BROWN GALLOWAY, M.A., Curate of Barnard Castle. 

The profits, if any, will be given to the Poor. 

** The fine flowing style in which it is written, and the pure and hallowed feeling which 
seems to have dictated every line, are qualities sufficient to ensure for this Poem a lasting 
reputation." — ^Citt Chroniclb. 

Fo<d8cap 8vo., Price 5s. doth. 
UNDER THE PATRONAGE OF THE HIGHLAND SOCIETY OF LONDON. 

A LITEBAL TBANSLATION OF THE GENUINE EEMAINS 

OF OSSIAN, 

With a Preliminary Dissertation, and an Appendix. 

By PATRICK MacGREGOR, M.A. 

In 1 Volume, Post 8vo., Price 12s. neatly bound. 

<< Those persons who wish to cultivate an acquaintance with the Celtic Language, will 
find Mr. MacGregor's volume a valuable and agreeable assistant." — Times. 



THE CHIEF OF GLEN OECHAY: 

A Tale, illustrative of Highland Manners and Mythology in the Middle Ages ; 

with Notes, Descriptive and Historical. 

Fcp. 8vo., Price 5s. cloth. 

*'A fascinating little volume; written in that easy octo-syllabic style which is so gene' 
rally admired, as affording room for facility, smoothness, grace, and vigour." 



THE MAD) OF OELEANS ; 



Being a Translation of Schiller's famous play of that name, with other Poems from the 

German. 

By the Missbs E. S. and F. J. TURNER. 

Fcp. Svo., Price 58. doth. 

** Fine poem as this is in the original, it receives little damage from its Eng^sh dress." 

Wbbklt Chroniclb. 



London: Printed by Stbwart 8c Mubrat, Old BaiUy. 



Just published^ in one vol. post Svo, Price Ss, 6d. cloth^ or 14*. 

handsomely hound in morocco, 

A HISTORY OF THE CHURCH OF CHRIST, 

IN A COURSE OP LECTURES. 

By the Rev. Charles Mackenzie, A.M. 

Vicar of St. Helen's, Bishopsgate, and Head Master of Queen Elizabeth's 

Grammar School, St. Olave's, Southwark. 

*' Although the author is able and earnest, he is not bigoted or intolerant." 

Literary Gazette. 

** It is but an octavo, yet within its conveniently compendious pages it contains a 

review carefully taken of the progress of the Church of Christ, through all the perils 

of persecution, dissent, and heresy, by which it has been tried, as in a furnace, up 

to its confirmed establishment in this country at the epoch of 1688." 

Maming Herald, 

Also recently Published, 
THE GRESHAM PRIZE ESSAY. 



ESSAY ON THE 

LIFE AND INSTITUTIONS OF OFFA 
KING OF MERCIA; 

A.D. 755—794. 

By the Rev. HENRY MACKENZIE, M.A. 

In Svo, Price Ss. 6d. cloth. 

" A very scholarly composition, displaying much research 'and information 
respecting the Anglo-Saxon mstitutions." — Spectator, 

Also hy the same Author^ 

A LETTER ADDRESSED TO Wm. LYALL, Esq., 

OF GREAT ST. HELEN'S; 
On the Formation of a Marine College for the Advancement of Navi- 

fation as a Science and Improvement of the efficiency of the Merchant 
[arine of Great Britain. 

" The plan here suggested seems excellent and feasible, especially as Mr. 
Mackenzie ^proposes, as the crowning point of the whole design, a Clergyman as a 
Professor of Divinity, that we might send forth Christian mariners in our Merchant 
Service." — Church Magazine. 

** A laudable little pamphlet has been put forth by the Rev. H. Mackenzie, of St. 
James's, Bermondsey, urging the establishment of a * Marine College, for the 
advancement of Navigation as a science, and the improvement of the efficiency of the 
merchant marine of Great Britaiu.' The Reverend writer argues that by the in- 
troduction of an efficient course of instruction, to be followed by an examination 
conducted by the Elder Brethren of the Trinity House, the scientific and moral 
standard of the merchant marine would be elevated as a service," — John Bull, 

A SERMON IN AID OF THE DISTRICT VISITING 

SOCIETY. 

PREACHED AT ST. JAMES', BERMONDSEY. 



London : smith, elder and go., 65, cornhill. 
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